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4bstract of the Proceedings of the 
fortieth annual Convention of the 
Diocese of New-Jersey, held in St. 
John’s Church, Elizabeth-Town, on 
the 20thand 21st of August; 1823. 


THe conventién was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Croes, six pres- 
byters, four deacons, and twenty-three 
lay delegates, representing eleven 
churches. 

It waS opened with morning prayer, 
read by the Rev. Abiel Carter, of Geor- 
a and a sermon by the Rev. Richard 
F. Cadle, of New-York, late rector of 
St. Jolin’s church, Salem, and St. 
George’s, Perinsneck, ih the didcese of 
New-Jersey. 

The bishop held an ordination, and 
ddmitted Robert B, Croes to the holy 
order of deacons. 

The Rev. John Croes, jun. was elcct- 
ed secretary. 

Agreeably to the provisions of the 
forty-fifth canon of the Genetal Con- 
vention, the Right Rev. Bishop Croes 
then delivered the following address. 


We are permitted again, by the good 
providence of God, my clerical and lay 
brethren, to assemble for the purpose 
of considering the state of the Church, 
within our limits; and to devise the 
best nodes, under God, for its preser- 
vation, promotion, purity, and good 
order. As on these occasions; it is re- 
quired of me; in the office I sustain; to 
deliver an address to you; “ stating the 
affairs of the diocese, since our last 
meeting; the names of the churches, 
which I have visited; the number of 
persons confirmed ; the names of those, 
who have been received as candidates 
for orders; and of those who have been 
ordained, suspended, or degraded; the 
changes by death, removal, or other- 
wise, which have taken place among 
the clergy ; and in general, all matters 
tending to throw light on the affairs of 
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the diocese:” I proceed, therefore, to 
the performance of this duty. 

At the close of our last convention, 
I continued my visit tothe congregation 
of Christ church, Shrewsbury, and 
preached twice oh the following Sun- 
day. . 

On Sunday the 22d of September, 
1822, I visited St. Thomas’s church, 
Alexandria, and performed divine ser- 
vice, preached, and administered the 
holy communion. I also baptized an 
adult. ‘The church is now vacant. It 
was my intention, on this tour, to visit 
also the vacant congregation of St. An- 
drew’s church, Amwell; but on the 
day, which I had appointed, it stormed 
so violently, that I could ot travel. 

I visited Trinity church, Newark, on 
Sunday the 13th of October, succeed- 
ing ; and officiated both morning and 
afternoon. On the following Wednes- 
day, 1 held an ordination in that church, 
and admitted to the holy order of 
priests, the Rev. Henry P. Powers, 
who had been elected its rector. On 
the succeeding morning, I instituted 
the Rev. Mr. Powers into the rectorship 
of the said churchi, and, in the afternoon, 
held a confirmation there; on which 
occasion, that holy rite was administer- 
ed to twenty persons. 

On Friday the 18th of October; [ 
visited Christ chapel, Belleville, and 
preached; and on the Sunday succeed- 
ing, the 20th of October, I also visited 
the vacant congregation at Paterson, 
and officiated twice. 

Ou Monday the 21st, I visited St. 
Matthew’s church, city of Jersey, and 
preached on the occasion. 

1 visited St. John’s church, Elizabeth- 
Town, on Sunday the 17th of Novem- 
bér, atid preached both morning and af- 
ternoon. 

On Thursday the 3d of April, 1823, 
I again visited Christ church, Shrews- 
bury, preached and administered the 
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rite of confirmation to thirteen persons. 
I also preached in the evening. 

In May, I attended the triennial ses- 
sion of our General Convention, at Phi- 
ladelphia. It will doubtless give you 
satisfaction to be informed, that the 
greatest harniony prevailed in the pro- 
ceedings of that body. From thé res 
ports presented of the state of the 
Church, in the several dioceses, it ap- 
peared, that its progress, ‘both as it re- 
spects numbers, order, and piety, had 
been considerable, during the recess. 
From communications also; rélative to 
its Theological Seminary, and its Do- 
mestic and Foreign Missionary Society, 
it appeared, that the former institution 
was in successful progress; and the 
latter had commenced its operations, 
under favourable auspices. Measures 
were adopted in the convention to 
give greater effect to the proceedings 
of both these institutions. During the 
session, the very interesting Circum- 
stance of the consecration of a bishop 
for the diocese of North-Carolina took 
place> a diocese not known in our 
Church till the year 1817.—The Rev. 
John S. Ravenscroft, late a presbyter of 
the diocese of Virginia, was the pérson 
consecrated to that office. Among 
other important circumstances, the 
church in the state of Georgia, now first 
regularly organized into a diucese, was 
admitted into union with the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States, 
and a seat in the convention given to her 
deputies. 

On Trimty Sanday, while attending 
the General Convention, I visited St. 
Mary’s church, Colestown, now vacant, 
and officiated. 

I visited, on Friday the 30th of May, 
St. Thomas's church, Gfassborough, 
vacant; and performed divine service 
and preached, in the morning. In the 
alterneon, I performed the same ser- 
vice, at St. Stephen’s churéh, Mulliea- 
Hill, also vacant. 

On tire first Sunday after Trinity, F 
visited St. George’s church, Pennsneck, 
and officiated in the morning. In the 
afternoon I repaired to St. John’s 
church, Salem, ard officiated there 
also. 

On Monday, June the 2d, I visited » 
‘[rinity church, Swedesborough, intend- 
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ing to preach there on the next day. £ 
was, however, prevented by sicuness, 
which confined me at that village se- 
veral days. From the same cause, 
though } visited in the congregation of 
St. Peter’s church, Berkeley, I was un- 
able to officiate. 1 was also prevented 
from fulfilling an appointment I had 
made to visit St. Andrew’s church, 
Mount-Holly. 

On the third Sunday after Trinity, 
June 15th, Tf visited; on my return from 
Swedesborough, St. Mary’s church, 
Burlington, and preached twice. I alsd 
visited, on Monday the 16th, St. Mi- 
chael’s church, Trenton, and preached. 

On Wednesday, Jane 25th I again 
visited St. John’s church, Elizabeth- 
Town, and held a confirmation. The 
number confirmed was eighteen. It 
was my intention to have proceeded 
from Elizabeth-Town to visit the 
churches in Sussex ¢ounty ; but I found 
myself not sufficiently well to bear the 
fatigue of the journey. I fearn; how- 
ever, that a considerably large and com- 
modious church, constructed of stone, 
ts erecting at Newton, by the congrega- 
tion of Christ church, in that place; 
which, it is expected, will be ready for 
consecration early in November next. 

On thie seventh Sunday after Trinity, 
I visited St. Peter’s church, Spotswood, 
preached; and admimistered the ¢om- 
munion. , 

On the eleventh Sunday after Trinity, 
I visited St. Peter’s church, Perth-Am- 
boy, and preached both morning and 
afternoon. 

I made an appointment also to visit, 
on the twelfth Sunday after Frinity,; 
the vacant churches of Trinity, Wood- 
bridge, and St. Peter’s,; Piscataway ; 
but want of lrealth prevented my fulfil- 
ling it. 

In the three confrmations, which 
lrave been noticed, as taken place 
during the year, the number confirmed 
was fifty-one. 

Mr. John Sellon, admitted last year, 
as a candidate for holy orders, was, at 
his request, transferred, by a letter di- 


missory, to the bishop of the diocese of 


New-York, by whom he has since bean 
admitted to orders. 

The ordinations have been two, the 
Rev. Henry P. Powers, before mens 
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tioned, to the order of priests; and, as 
you have witnessed, Robert B. Croes, 
to the order of deacons. 

One institution only has taken place, 
the Rev. Mr. Powers to the rectorship 
of ‘Prinity church, Newark. — 

The Rev. Abiel Carter has relin- 
quished his charge, as rector of St. Mi- 
chael’s church, 'l'renton, and removed 
to Savannah, in the state of Georgia. | 

The Rev. John M. Ward has re- 
moved from St. Mary’s church, Coles- 
town, and taken charge of St. Peter’s 
church, Spotswood, and St. Peters’s, 
Freehold. 

The Rev. William L. Johnson, a dea- 
con, lately of the diocese of New-York, 
has, by a letter dimissory from the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, been trans- 
ferred to this diecese, and is now offici- 
ating in St. Michael’s church, Trenton. 

The Rev. Richard F. Cadle, late 
rector of St. John’s church, Salem, and 
St. George’s, Pennsneck, has resigned 
his charge, and removed to the diocese 
of New-York. 

The state of the Church in this dia- 
cese is, on the whole, favourable. The 
funds created for her advancement, as 
the fund for the relief of the widows and 
children of clergymen, the missionary 
fund, the bishop’s fund, and the fund of 
the society for promoting Christian 
knowledge and piety, are all in a state 
of gradual augmentation, have already 
been productive of much good, and pro- 
mise still more. ° 
' Something has been done towards 
carrying into effect the resolution of the 
last convention, relative to the creation 
of a fund for the establishment of a 
scholarship, in the General Theologica} 
Seminary. It is, however, to be regret- 
ted, that its progress has been so slow. 

There is the same cause for regret, 
that the resolutions of the last conven- 
tien, providing for an increase of the 
missionary fund, by associations in the 
several congregations, with the view of. 
appropriating Part of its proceeds to the 
service of the General Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society of our 
Church, has been so little regarded. 
With the exception of two congrega- 
tions, to which great praise is due, there 
has not, as far as I have learned, any 
attention been paid to the subject. 
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Let us hope, that the recommenda- 
tion of the convention may, through di- 
vine grace, have its proper inftuence 
in future upon the several congrega- 
tionss and that the church of New- 
Jersey may not be behind her sister 
churches, in contributing to the great 
work of extending the gospel, both to 
the scattered members of our commu- 
nion, in the new states and territories 
of our country; and to the benighted 
Indian tribes, and other heathen, who 
are now sitting in darkness and the 
shadow of death. 

I now offer the parochial reports, 
which have been presented to me, by 
the proper officers of the several con- 
gregations in the diocese, that they may 
be read for the information of the con- 
vention, and inserted in the Journal. 

JOHN CROES. 
Elixabeth-Town, August 20, 1823. 


The parochial reports furnish the fol- 
lawing aggregate :—Baptisms (Adults 
25, Children 46, not specified 89) 160 
— Marriages 41—F unerals 166-——-Com- 
municants 727. 

The following collections were re» 

orted :— 
F or the Missionary Fund % 186 49 
For the Episcopal Fund $ 9t 20 


On motion of Mr. Kean, resolved, 
that the thanks of this convention be 
presented to the Rev. Mr. Cadle, of the 
diocese of New-York, for his classical 


and appropriate sermon, and that he be 


requested to furnish a copy for publi- 
cation. 

n motion, the clergy were called 
on for their reports of services, render- 
ed, as missionaries to vacant churches. 
The Rev. Mr. Powers reported, that 
he officiated two Sundays at Christ 
chapel, Belleville. 
‘ Phe’ Rev. Dr. Rudd reported, that he 
ao twice, on a Sunday, at News 

runswick, in the absence of the bi- 
shop; but that want of health pre- 
vented him from performing other mis- 
sionary' duty. “ 

The Rev. Mr. Chapman reported, 
that he officiated twice, on a Sunday, ia 
‘Frinity church, Woodbridge, and twice, 
on a Sunday, in Christ church, New- 
Brunswick, in the absence of the bi+ 
shop. 
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The Rev. Mr. Dunn reported, that 
he officiated once in a school-house, in 
the neighbourhood of Newton, once at 
a private house, between Newton and 
Sparta, twice on a Sunday, and twice 
on week days at Woodbridge, four 
times at Belvidere, once at Berkeley, 
twice at Hope, five times at Johnson- 
burgh, once at a private house, near 
Columbia, and twice, on a Sunday, at 
New-Brunswick, in the absence of the 
bishop 

The Rev. John Croes, jun. reported, 
that, in December last, he officiated 
once at the vacant church at Paterson, 
and once at the vacant chapel at Belle- 
ville. 

The Rev. Mr. Morehouse reported, 
that he officiated ona Sunday, in St. 
Mary’s church, Colestown. 

The Rev. Mr. Douglass reported, that 
he had officiated, on two Sundays, at St. 
Mary’s church, Colestown. 

The Rey. Mr. Cadle reported, that, 
before he left the diocese, he officiated, 
one Sunday, by appointment, at St. 
Mary’s, Colestown. 

The Rev. Mr. Ward reported to the 
bishop, that he had, in completion of 
that part of the year of his missionary 
engagement, which succeeded the last 
convention, officiated on one Sunday, 
at St. Thomas’s, Alexandria, once at 
Amwell, four Sundays at Spotswood 
and Freehold, one at Christ chapel, 
Belleville, and once at Paterson, where 
he baptized an infant. 

The Rev. Mr. Ward also reported, 
that since his settlement at Spotswood 
and Freehold, he has preached, on one 
Sunday, at New-Brunswick; im the ab- 
sence of the bishop, and intended to 
preach at St. Mary’s, Colestown; but 
through some misunderstanding, it did 
not take place. 

The following appointments were 
then made ;— 

Standing Committer.—The Rev. 
Charles H. Wharton, D. D. the Rev. 
John C. Rudd, D. D. the Rev. James 
Chapman, the Rev. John Croes, jun. ; 
Robert Boggs, William P. Deare, Peter 
Kean, and Jacob Van Wickle, Esqrs. 

Deputies to the General Convention. 
—The Rev. Charles H.Wharton, D. D. 
the Rev. John C. Rudd, D. D. the Rev. 
James Chapman, the Rev. John Croes, 
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jun.; Peter Kean, Esq. Joseph V. 
Clark, Esq. Dr. Plunket F. Glentworth, 
and Wm. T. Anderson, Esq. 

The several persons appointed at 
the last convention to solicit contri- 
butions to the establishment of a scho- 
larship in the General Theological Se- 
minary, having been called upon to 
make report of their proceedings; stat- 
ed, that some, though inadequate, pro- 
gress, had been made in the business 
Whereupon, 

On motion of the Rev. John Croes, 
jun. it was resolved, that the solicitors 
appointed at the last convention, be dis- 
charged from the further prosecution of 
that service; and that the bishop ana 
standing committee be requested to ap- 
point some one suitable person to visit 
the Episcopalians throughout the dio- 
cese, for the purpose of effecting the | 
above mentioned object; and that such 
person’s expenses be paid out of the 
moneys collected, and he be also al- 
lowed such per centage as the bishop 
and standing committee may think rea- 
sonable. 

On motion of Dr. P. F. Glentworth, 
it was resolved, that the name of the 
scholarship to be established by this di- 
ocese, in the General Theological Se- 
minary, be changed from the New-Jer- 
sey scholarship, to the Bishop Croes 
scholarship. 

From the list of clergy at the end of 
the Journal of the above convention, it 
appears that there are belonging to the 
diocese, the bishop, eight presbyters, 
and four deacons. 

From the account of the treasurer o/ 
the convention, it appears that the con- 
vention fund amounts to $3535 54 
cents; and that the receipts, during the 
past year, were $906 434; and the ex, 
penditures $610. 

The bishop’s fund amounts: to 
$1524 63. 

The following is appended to the 
journal! of the above convention: — 


The Board of Directors, 

Lo whom is confided the appropriation 
of the Missionary Fund, beg leave 
to make the following report to the 
Convention ; 


That no regular missionary to the 
vacant churches has been employed 
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during the past year, owing to the cir- 
cumstance of their not being able to 
procure a suitable clergyman for that 
office; that they had, however, autho- 
rized the Rev. Mr. Ward to act, in part, 
as a missionary to the churches ai Fyee- 
hold and Spotswood, for which they 
allowed him $25 for his seryices at 
each church; that they have now the 
prospect of the regular services of the 
Rev. Robert B. Croes, who has been 
engaged to perform missionary duty in 
the diocese, with occasional intermis- 
sions, for some considerable time to 
come. 
Signed by order of the Board, 

JOHN CROES, President. 

Elizabeth-Town, Aug. 20, 1823. 





, We must crave the indulgence of our corres- 
pondent for having so long omitted the fol- 
lowing communication. | 

For the Christian Journal. 


Review of a Sermon preached before 
theSociety for theEducation of pious 
young Men for the Ministry of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, in 
Alexandria; by J. P. K. Henshaw, 
A. M. Rector of St, Peter’s Church, 
Baltimore. 

St Matthew ix. 57, 38. “ Then saith he unto 
his gisciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but the labourers are few : Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send 

. forth labourers into his harvest.” 

‘Tue sermon now before us is said to 
have been preached at the annual meet- 
ing of a society, whose object is cer- 
tainly laudable and important, provided 
it has been organized and managed ina 
way calculated to preserve the purity, 
maintain the character, and promote the 
prosperity, of the church. Any inquiry 
however into this matter, we shall at 
present decline. 

The text is unquestionably well suit- 
ed to the occasion, and opens a field for 
the discussion of some important points 
respecting the situation of the church, 
and the nature of the Christian ministry. 

As to the arrangement of the topics 
of discussion, we are far from thinking 
it natural. For surely the text would, 
at the first glance, have suggested the 
consideration of the plenteousness of the 
harvest, the fewness of labourers, and 
the way to supply an adequate number. 


Review of Mr. Henshaw’s Se: w.. 


87 


The two first heads, being both de- 
scriptive, might have occupied but little 
time. For a description ought to be 
concise, clearly delineated, and lumin- 
ous. It ought to be a picture, in vivid 
colours, and placed in a strong light. 
Under the last head, there might have 
been considered the manner of provid- 
ing labourers, their true character, and 
their Ingh vocation. 

The introduction of a sermon onght 
to be, in general, a modest but clear 
enunciation of the subject about to be 
discussed. A preacher ought to guard 
against promising, either in words or by 
manner, more than he is able to per- 
form ; but he ought to try to perform 
more than he has promised. It may 
however be sometimes proper to trace 
the circumstances that led to the decla- 
ration, or the doctrine, contained in the 
text. This is the plan in the present 
case, but the manner is by no means 
neat and correct, but diffuse and decla- 
matory ; and the ideas not always clear. 

The plan of the discourse before us, 
as proposed by the author, is to “ consi- 
der the extensive field which is opened 
for ministerial labour, the kind of la- 
bourers that must be employed in the 
momentous work, and the means that 
are to be used for obtaining the needful 
supply of such labourers.” 

t he field placed before the view of 
the apostles, the preacier justly re- 
marks, was the whole world; that is, 
when they received their commission, 
after jhe crucifixion. But the following 
paragraph contains a very incorrect re- 
presentation of the situation of the apos- 
tles, when they went out to preach the 
gospel, 

“ What could have been more hopeless and 
unpromising, than the work undertaken by 
the aposties? Without power, or wealth, or 
humian learning, they went forth, in the name 
of a despised and crucified Master, to revolu- 
tionize the opinious and habits of men, and to 
spread a new religion throughont the nations, 
in opposition ta the wisdom of philosophers, 
the power of kings, aud the corruptions of all 
mankind.” 

It is true, the apostles did not go out 
clothed with temporal power, but they 
possessed divine. For they were ex- 
plicitly commanded to wait in Jerusa- 
lem till they should receive power from 
on high: and under the influence of this 
power, they carried the gospel through 
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‘every kind of opposition. They had no 
human learning ; but they had, during 
nearly three years, been the constant 
companions of our Saviour—they heard 
his public teaching, and his private il- 
justrations ; and they witnessed a pure 
specimen of his religion in complete 
operation. ‘To supply whatever they 
might have lost through the fallacy of 
memory, or whatever they were inca- 

able of understanding, their divine 

aster told them, that the Holy Ghost 
would Jead them into all truth, and 
bring all things to their remembrance, 
whatsoever he had said unto them. 
And to place them all on the same foot- 
ing, as to their own acquirements, as 
well as to divine gifts, the person cho- 
sen in the room of Judas was one of 
those who “ had companied with the 
apostles all the time that the Lord Jesus 
went in and out among them, beginning 
from the baptism of John, unto that 
same day when he was taken up from 
them.” Thus furnished with a come 
plete knowledge of the religion of their 
erucified Master, on the day of Pente- 
eost, they were endued with the power 
of workmg miracles and speaking dif- 
ferent languages. And then they pos- 
sessed every requisite to qualify them 
to spread their new religion in an idol- 
atrous and corrupted world. 

To represent the proceedings of di- 
vine wisdom In any other way than that 
in which they are brought to view in 
scripture, will always be full of danger, 
and open a door for many false deduc- 
tions. ‘The question however is not un- 
der consideration here, whether twelve 
illiterate men spread the religion of 
Christ in every country of the world ; 
but in what manner, and to what extent, 
they were endued with divine know- 
ledge and gifts to qualify them for this 
stupendous work. 

As to the present state of the Chris- 
tian world, the description of the 
preacher is not so defective as it is void 
of arrangement; not yielding, of course, 
to the reader a well drawn picture. 

The second head of this discourse 
embraces a description of the labourers 
thai must be employed in this moment- 
ous work. Under this division, we find 
the following paragraph, which is inthe 
true style and spigit of the ehurch. 
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** As Lord and Sovereign of the church, our 
divine Redeemer was pleased to preseribe some 
general laws for the government of his own 
kingdom, which no human authorjty ean abroe 
gate or annul. By one of those laws, be has 
proviled for the perpetuity of the ministry 
whieb he established en earth, by commissioa- 
ine his spostles to orchiin and send forth others, 
as he ordained and sent forth them. As an 
earthly sovereign would not ratify and confirm 
the acts of a man professing to be his ambassa- 
dor, who had not been commissioned ; ‘so nei- 
ther ig it to be presumed, that our Lord Jesus 
Christ will sanction the tinistrations of those, 
whe assume the duties of the ministry without 
a regular introductionto the holy office. In full 
conformity with the sentiment now expressed, 
is the doctrine of our church as eontained in 
the 25d article of religion.” 

After reading this paragraph with 
sincere delight, we were mortified to 
find the reverend author designating 
those as sons of the church, who had 
evidently departed from this divine 
foundation. 

We tiow proceed to the several par- 
ticulars. which, in the view of the 
preacher, constitute the character of 
acceptable” Jabourers in the church. 
These also are badly arranged; and 
expressions vague and indefinite are 
used on points which require to be treat- 
ed with clearness and precision. 3 
“ In illustrating the question in the of- 
fice for the ordination of deacons, “¢ De 
you trust that you are inwardly moved 
by the Holy Ghost to take upon you this 
office and ministration, to serve God for 
the promoting of his glory, and the edi- 
fying of his people?” the following ex- 
pressions are used—constraining in- 


fluence—special divine influences—the 


bestowment of spiritual qualifications 
isa prerogative which the Lord has 
reserved to himself. Afver stating that 
upon the one hand, neither a voice from 
heaven, nor a vision of the mght, nor 
an inexplicable and perhaps insane im- 
pression on the mind, is to be looked 
for; on the other, a desire to be useful 
to the church and our fellow men is not 
to be received as satisfactory proof of 
being moved by the Holy Spirit. Al- 
though we agree that the latter is far 
below the requisition of the church, yet 
we cannet coincide with the reverend 
writer in believing, that it is the general 
motive which induces men to undertake 
any other profession. Their views sel- 
dom exclude al! interested considera- 
tions. 
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Still, although the author has exclud- 
ed considerations that do not amount to 
the sense of the church, yet if he had 
tesorted to the church, his meaning 
might have been made much less liable 
to mistake. For the church always re- 
lies upon the exalted motive “ to serve 
God for tlie promotion of his giory and 
the edifying of his people,” to be a suf- 
ficient proof of the influence of that 
Spirit, from which “ all holy desires, ail 
good counsels, arid all just works do 
proceed.” But when men are told that 
they must have something wi their reli- 
gious experience to distinguish it from 
that of the great body of believers-—— 
that there must be peculiar and heart- 
strung emotions—it is 16 be feared they 
will look for feelings and inipressions, 
that may have fittle cofinexion with the 
great object of the sacred ministry. 
The ¢hurch, in the office for the or- 
dination of deacons, has manifested a 
degree of wisdort in let requisition on 
this point, which must excite the admi- 
ration and tlie gratitude of all her faith- 
ful members. For if a candidate can 
intelligently and conscientiously de- 
clare, “ tliat he trusts he is inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghost to take apon 
him this office and ministry, to sefve 
God for the promoting of his glory, and 
the edifying of his people ;” this implies 
every thing necessary both as to cha- 
racter and qualifications. For what 
man, that possessed the common prin- 


ciple of honesty of heart, could declare 


that he undertook an office to promote 
the glory of God, as connected with the 
salvation of nian, unless he had a high 
conception of the goodness of God in 
sending his oply-begotten Son into the 
world to accomplish their redemption ? 
Who could say, with sincerity, that his 
object was the edifying of God’s people, 
unless he Imad an extensive knowledge 
of divine revelation, the only source 
from which edificatior of a religious 
character can be drawn ? 

The answer to this awful question, 
then, in substance, implies the two par- 
ticulars of a religious clraracter, and an 
adequate knowledge of divine things. 
As to all other branclies of knowledge, 
they are evidently auxiliary, and the 
church considers them as such. 

As to the hast head of thig discourse, 
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with the exception of the part in which 
prayer is urged, it is merely declamato~ 
ry; not even alluding to, or urging, the 
plan which the church has prescribed 
to supply pious and le&rned ministers. 
And it leaves this painful apprehension 
on the mind, whetlier any man, or set 
of men, can be influented by the Spirit 
of Ged to promote his glory or the edi« 
fication of his people, in a way different 
from what his church has prescribed. 

It is true, the Protestant Episcopal 
Church lays no ¢laim to infallibility 5 
but she does hope, that all her faithful 
children Will respect her decisions and 
venerate her authority. 

As to the composition of this sermon, 
its chief praise is a considerable degree 
of ardour pervading the whole. But 
there is sometimes a want of perspicui- 
ty, as well ag chastity; in the style. In 
oe instante, which has arrested our at- 
tention, the authur has strangely blun- 
dered in the use of a common figure. 
He compares ani irreligious but learned 
clergyman toa flaming beacon, “ which 
inay serve to light others into the path- 
way of life’? And had he allowed hi¢ 
beacon to remain in its place, the com- 
parison might have been correct; but 
he puts his beacon in motion, and while 
“ dazzled and blinded by its own bril- 
liancy, it urges onward in the path 
which leads to the regions of outer 
darkness.” 

We would take the liberty to advise 
the reverend author to study the best 
English writers, for his style has: some- 
times 2 puritanic cant. We would also 
admonish him to review all the great 
points of Christian theology, and the 
leading arrangements of the church of 
Christ; with the aid of those illustra- 
tions which the most distinguished 
Episcopal divines have afforded. His 
performances might then manifest a- 
correct taste, and promote the interests 
ef that church; in whose service he has 
enlisted. D. 


—— oa 
For the Christian Journal. 


Palm \xxxi¢.3. “Yea, the sparrow hath found 
her an house, and the swallow a nest—where. 
she muy lay her young; even thy altars, O 
Lord of hosts, my King, and my God. 

The subject of this psalm bears a 
striking resemblance to that of tlre forty- 
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Second and sixty-third. In each. of 
them a banished Israelite bewails the 
deprivation which he experiences in 
the loss of the sacred service of the ta- 
bernacle, and expresses his regret that 
he is debarred from appearing an hum- 
ble suppliant in the “ courts of the 
Lord.” Who it is that utters these sen- 
tuments of regret and earnest desire for 
restoration, is doubtful, ‘They are ap- 
plicable to the case of David, a fugitive 
from the wrath of Saul, or flying before 
the face of ltis rebellious son Absalom. 
‘They are likewise applicable to the 
case of any Jew carried away into ¢ap- 
tivity. Whoever it may be, the fer- 
vent strains of piety and devotion to 
God which he breathes, might well be- 
come the “sweet singer of Israel,” as 
he bursts forth in the opening of the 
psalm—* O how amiable are thy dwell- 
ings, thou Lord of hosts. My soul 
longeth, yea; even fainteth for the courts 
of the Lord; my heart and my flesh 
shouteth for the living God. Yea, the 
sparrow hath found her an house, and 
the swallow a nest, where she may lay 
her young; even thine altars, O Lord 
of hosts; my King, and my God.” 

The general ienour of the psalm,a re- 
gret for the loss of the temple service, 
is thus too evident to be mistaken ; but 
the connexion of the third verse has 
given rise to considerable variety of in- 
terpretation. The translation found in 
our Bible, with which alk the ancient 
versions, and that in the Prayer Book, 
agree almost verbatim, is thé one gene- 
rally adopted. As thus translated; two 
explanations have been given of the 
passage. Lither, first, as implying 
the unhappiness of the author, in being 
deprived of a privilege enjoyed even 
by the feathered tribe, who were al- 
lowed to build their nests in the neigh- 
bourhood of the sanctuary, and signify- 
ing the peaceful state of the altar of 
God—or, secondly, if composed during 
the Babylonish captivity, denoting the 
ruin and desolation of the place—that 
on those altars from which the smoke 
of incense and burnt-offering had been 
wont to ascend, the birds of the air 
built their nests, and reared their ten- 
der offspring im unbroken security amid 
the deserted courts of the house of the 
Lord. 


Elucidation of Psalm \xxxiv. 3 
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The objections to the first of ‘these | 
opinions are fully stated by a writer in, 
the, Theological Magazine (published 
in Philadelphia, vol. iv. 1814.)— Not 
to insist, says he, that the text thus trans- 
lated has none, or, at the best; a very 
forced connexion with its context, I 
ask—lIs the fact assertet] therein credi- 
ble? Would any bird choose to build 
her nest, or lay her yoang upon either 
of the dltars of the Lord? Surely not 
upon that of burnt-offeririgs, where the 
sacted fire was kept burning night and 
day without intermission,* “and where 
a bird must have been continually dis- 
turbed by the necessary ministrations 
of the priests about the numerous sacri- 
fices offered thereon. Not upon the 
altar of incense, for much the same rea- 
son.t Besides, this bemg under the co- 
ver of the tabernacle, and much smaller 
than the other; was in these respects 
also much less fit for a bird to build on. 
Nor can we suppose that the priests 
would suffer the altars of God to be de- 
filed by such guests, had they been ever 
so much disposed to take up their resi- 
dence there.” 

_ The answers which are urged to 
these objections are scarcely of suffi- 
cient validity to render the first inter- 
pretation worthy of the high encomiums 
bestowed upon it. Ht is urged that the 
word “ altars” is put here by the figure 
Synecdoche, for all the buildings of the 
temple, many parts of which weuld be 
fit places for the habitation of birds 
like the sparrow and swallow ; and, fur- 
ther, that the terms used do not neces- 
sarily imply the building of their nests 
in the sanetuary itself, but only in the 
trees round about it.{ Notwithstand- 
ing the interpretation be backed by. 
these plausible arguments, the conne¢- 
tion of the verse is but forced, and the 
strength and beauty of the passage eon- 
siderably weakened. 

The context of the psalm itself is op~ 
posed decidedly to the second expiana- 
tion. It expresses throughout the ear- 
nest longing of a devout soul after the 
house and presence of God, vet, as still 
supposing that worship to be existing at 
ihe time— O how amiable are thy 





* Levit. xi. 12, 15. t Exod. xxx. 8, 9 
+ Comp. Poti. Syn Cri. in loc 
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tabernacles, thou Lord of hosts ;” and 
when from the third to the seventh 
verse he utters a passionate and beau- 
tiful eulogy on the blessedness of his 
ministers and servants, it is certainly 
under the impression that. they were 
then occupied in that service. “ Blessed 
are they that dwell in thy house; they 
will be (* or are) still praising thee.” 
These are the objections to the two 
interpretations mentioned. A third, gi- 
ven by an old author, and revived by the 
writer in the magazine before quoted, 
appears to render the text far more con- 
sistent with the context, and an appro- 
priate and beautiful simile—“ Even as 
the sparrow,” says he, “even as the 
sparrow findeth her house, and the 
swallow her nest where she hath laid 
her young, everi so should I find thine 
altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and 
my God.” Thus rendered, the passage 
would be classed with those, in which 
the simile is implied, and in which the 
particles denoting the protasis and apo- 
dosis of the comparison are omitted. 
Instances of this are not rare in the sa- 
cred volunie. In the following verses, 
for example, the com a is supplied. 
In Psalm xiv. 4, “ Have all the work- 
ers of iniquity no knowledge? eating 
up my people as they would eat bread, 
and they have not called upon God.” 
In Job li. 15, also, “ His scales are his 
pride, shut up together as with a close 
shield :” and yet more strongly in the 


following : “ Drought and heat consume . 


the snow-water; so doth the grave, those 
which have sinned.”+ Consult too Nol- 
dius, t who gives instances to confirm 
the use of the Hebrew particle translated 
“even as,” in the beginning of the verse. 

Against this explanation of the pas- 
sage, we know of no reasonable objec- 
tion that can be urged; and who can 
avoid feeling the exquisite beauty and 
propriety of the affecting image which 
it conveystothe mind! The psalmist, 
deprived of access to that worship which 
he so dearly loved, and supplicating 
God for a restoration to that invaluable 
privilege, declares his attachment to 
the courts of the Lord, to be equal to 
the natural affection of birds for their 
tender offspring; and that with the 





* See forne’s Comm, cn lsalms, in lee. 
¢ Job xxiv. 19- 


Vou. VIII. 


+ Concord. Partic. Ebr f 
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same degree of joy and delight with 
which, when separated, they would re- 
turn to their nests, would he seek again 
the altars of the Most High, and pay 
his tribute of gratitude and praise to 
the Lord of hosts, his King, and his 
God. Hi. 


For the Christian Journal. 

Judges xi. 31. “Then it shall be, that whatso- 
ever cometh forth of the doors of my house 
to meet me, when I return in peace from the 
children of Ammon, shall surely be the 
Lord’s, and 1 will offer it up for a burnt- 
offering.” 

Tuere is a diversity of sentiment 
about the meaning of this passage. Se- 
veral distinguished rabbins, and many 
ancient as well as modern Christians, 
think that Jephtliah offered his daugh- 
ter as a sacrifice. 

This opinion, they allege, is founded 
on Leviticus xxvii. 28. “ Notwithstand- 
ing, no devoted thing that a man shall 
devote unto the Lord, of all that he 
hath, of both man and beast, and of the 
field of his possession, shall be sold or 
redeemed: every devoted thing is most 
holy unto the Lord.” But they have 
evidently mistaken the meaning, as the 
law which prohibited the Israelites from 
offering unclean beasts,was positive,and 
consequently this verse must be explain- 
ed in reference to this prohibition. 

The vow which Jephthah made (ver. 
30) was rash. it expressed great anx- 
iety that the Lord would deliver the 
children of Ammon into his hands, and 
probably thought, that, if he madea re- 
ligious vow beforehand, he would be 
more certain of victory: like the prac- 
tice of the ancient Romans, of vowing 
to Jupiter, a portion of the spoils which 
they should take in war. 

But that he actually offered his daugh- 
ter, as a sacrifice, is extremely impro- 
bable; for, ist. It would depend upon 
circumstances. If the creature should 
be fit for a burnt-offering, his vow would 
have compelled him to offer it. If it 
had beer’ an unclean beast, or some in- 
timate friend, over whom he had no 
control, he would have been absolved ; 
these cases being implied conditions of 
his vow. Besides, it would have been 
totally inconsistent with the character 
which he sustains in the scriptures. ° 

a If he was bound to offer ap hig 
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daughter, as a sacrifice, who should as- 
sist in the ceremony? It.could not be 
the priests; because it was their duty to 
have dissuaded him from the perform- 
ance of so rash a vow. It could not be 
the constituted authority ; because God 
had forbidden human sacrifices. It 
could not be Jephthahs as that would 
have proved him as devoid of good 
sense, as deficient in natural affection. 

3d. As there were cities of refuge, 
appointed for those who had uninten- 
tionally slain any person, it is not im- 
possible but that this privilege might 
have been granted to her, as she was 
innocent of any crime. 

4th. She may have been secluded 
irom the company of men, and devoted 
fo perpetual virginity. ‘There appears 
to be some confirmation of this opinion 
in 2 Samuel xx. 3; where David is Said 
to have shut up his concubines, and 
kept them in widowhood during their 
whole lives. 

But, 5th. That which renders it ex- 
tremely improbable that she was offet- 
ed as a sacrifice, is, that the law made 
provision for cases of that kind; and 
from the anxiety which Jephthah ex 
pressed, “ Alas! my daughter, thou 
hast brought me very low,” it is but 
reasonable to conclude, that he ems 
braced the privilege of the law, (Levit. 
xxvii. 2,3,) where an estimation was 
made of a specific nuntber of shekels of 
silver, for a son, or daughter, who had 
heen consecrated to God. C. 

f= 


For the Christian Journal. 


Tue translation of the scriptures 
now in general use, is undoubtedly a 
good one, taken as a whole; so much 
so, that it may well be questioned whe- 
ther it would be possible to procure a 
translation in the present day with fewer 
faults. Yet it evidently has some errors, 
one of which I shall briefly notice: not 
that it has escaped the attention of di- 
vines, or of observing readers; but, not- 
withstanding, it may be useful to those 
who attach a literal meaning to every 
word of our Bible, or those who curso- 
rily read it, I allude to the term ‘Ady, 
hades. 

This occurs several times inthe New 
Testament, and is, with one exception 


I believe, translated hell. The pre- 
priety of this translation may be ques- 
tioned ; 7.¢. in the sense in which Chris- 
tidns now use the term hell; which, if I 
mistake not, is now uniformly used to 
denote the place of final punishment for 
the wicked after the day of judgment. 

Hades is derived from (alpha) pri- 
vative, and esdw, meaning hidden, invi- 
sible ; and corresponds with the Hebrew 
word sheol, and signifies the place cl 
departed spirits, without reference to 
their good or bad character. 

The LXX. have, in almost every in- 
stance, translated this term hades. One: 
or two instances will be sufficient to 
show its propriety. 

In Genesis xl. 38, Jacob is expostu- 
lating with his sons; about taking Ben- 


jamin down to Egypt; and says, * Ir 


mischief befal him in the way in which 
ye go, then shall ye bring down my 

ray hairs with sorrow to the grave.” 

“he impropriety of translating this as 
hades, as in the New Testament, is 
obvious, as Jacob evidently meant a 
change, from this world to the next, 
without reference to his happiness or 
misery. 

In the tenth verse of the sixteentl: 
Psalm, both the Hebrew and Greek are 
the same—“ For thou w It not leave 
my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suf- 
fer thine Holy One to see corruption.” 
It is quoted in the Acts of the Apostles 
xi. 17. It would be highly improper 
to interpret this as referring to the place 
of the damned, whether it is considered 
in reference to David the type, or our 
Saviour the antitype. 

In the New Testament, hades is used 
eleven times, and with one exception is 
translated hell. A few examples will 
shew the absurdity of this rendering, at 
least in the sense in which that term is 
now used. In Revelations xx. 14,it is 
said that death and hell (hades in the 
original) shall, after the day of judge- 
ment, be cast into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death; ze. the death 
which causes the separation of the sout 
from the body, aud the state of souls 
intervening between death and judge- 
ment shall be no more. 

Again. In the eight verse of the sixtly 
chapter of the same book, hades follows 
death, and both these are to be involved 
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ia destruction at the day of judgment. 
Hence, if hades is rendered hell, it 
makes absolute nonsense, as hell is re- 
presented as being cast into hell. 

Other examples might be adduced, 
but these, it is presumed, are sufficient 
to shew the impropriety of the transla- 
“jon. J A. 

——S 
For the Christian Journal. 





Form of Adoration among the 
Orientals, 


® To adore,” is literally to lift the 
jiand to the mouth ; from the Latin ad 
fo, and os, oris, the mouth. ‘The an- 
gient manner of worshipping idols was 
similar to what the etymology of this 
word expresses: for, when the idols 
were beyond the reach of the idolators, 
so that they could not kiss them, they 
were wont to kiss their hands, and, as 
it were, throw kisses at them. Minu- 
cius Felix, in his Octavius, states, that 
when Cecilius espied a statue of Sera- 
pis on the sea-shore, he raised his hand 
to his mouth, according to the vulgar 
mode of superstition, and paid his ado- 
ration in kisses.* We have many ‘ex- 
amples of this kind in the heathen wri- 
ters, which may be seen in Poole’s 5y- 
nopsis, upon Job xxxi. 27. From this 
custom it probably was, that “ adorare” 
among the Latins, and “ xpoexvvesv” 
among the Greeks, which both mean 
“to kiss,’ came also to signify *¢ to 
worship.” 
That this custom, spoken of by Mi- 
nucius, is of great antiquity among the 
ieathen, is manifest from a passage in 
Job, where this form of adoration is 
particularly mentioned—* If 1 beheld 
the sun when it shined, or the moon 


walking in brightness; and my heart - 


hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth 
hath kissed my hand ; this also were an 
iniquity to be punished by the judge ; 
tor I should have denied the God that 
is above.”’t 

It is taken for granted here, that the 
book of Job was written (contrary to 
Dr. A. Clarke and others) previous to 
the giving of the law; and hence it is, 
perhaps, the oldest production of the 





a ee + +e 


* The Octavius, sect. 2. 
+ Job xxxi. 26, 27, 28 


pen now extant. If so, the light here 
thrown upon this subject must be consi- 
dered as great. Dr. Hales considers 
this allusion to the rites of Zabianism, 
or the worship of the heavenly bodies, 
as a proof of the high antiquity of the 
composition.* 

Gale, in his Court of theGentiles,”7 
expressly mentions the warship of the 
sun by images, and kissing the hand, as 
belonging to the religion of the Persian 
magi, and the Chaldean philosophers, 
the ‘Labii: and he refers to this passage 
of Job as illustrating it. Lucian states, 
ihat the Greeks, even in his time,t wor- 
shipped the sun by kissing their hand, 
and then thought their adoration com- 
plete. $0 also Apulius, in the second 
century, speaking of one milian, who 
is thought to have been a Christian, 
says, that if he passed by a temple, he 
would think it wicked ta move his hand 
to his lips, as a sign of adoration.|| 

So much as to the ceremony itself.— 
With regard to the passage in Job, Bi- 
shop Patrick’s paraphrase may here be 
noticed as peculiarly excellent. It is 
this: “ If when I beheld the sun arise, 
or the moon appear in her full lustre, I 
ever entertained an opinion in my mind, 
that they were Gods, or kissed my hand 
in token of worship and reverence to 
them: this also were a fearful crime, 
which God’s vicegerents should punish ; 
because it were to put those stars in the 
place of him who is above all heavens :”’ 
or, as another commentator has it, “ be- 
cause this was to rob God of his prero- 
gative, by giving to the creature that 
religious honour or worship which is 
peculiar to God, who is above the sun 
and moon, not only in place, his glori- 
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* We learn from Sir William Jones, that the 
people of Arabia vemy soon fell into the com- 
mon, but fatal error of adoring the sun and the 
ficmament, the planets, and fixed stars, Males. 
Dr. Magee, on the above passage, has some ap- 
propriate remarks: “ The scripture, he says, 
has informed us, that Abraham was ealled fron 
Chakdea on account of the increase of idolatry, 
to raise a people for the preservation of the 
worship of the true God: so that the allusion to 
the exertion of judicial authority against idol:- 
try, was Most naturally to be expected from a 
descendant of this patriarch, and it may be sd- 
ded from One not far removed.” On.dton m, 
&# Sac. p. 321. New-York edit. 1815. 

{ Part Il. B. i. chap. V. vol. ii. p.78. Lond.1816, 

+ Lucian lived in the first century. 

| Parkhurst 
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ous mansion and palace being far above 
all visible heavens, but also'in power 
and dignity, or adorable excellency.””* 

“In this verse,” Dr. Clarke thinks, 
© Job clears himself of that idolatrous 
worship, which was the most ancient 
and most consistent with reason of any 
species of id latry; viz. sabeism, the 
worship of the heavenly bodies, parti- 
cularly the sun and moon, Jupiter, and 
Venus; the two latter being the morn- 
ing and evening stars, and the most re- 
splendent of all the heavenly bodies, 
the sun and moon excepted.” 

Calmet, upon this passage, states, that 
Job here points out three things :—Ist. 
The worship of the sun and moon, much 
used in his time, and very anciently 
used in every part of the East; and, in 
all probability, that from which idolatry 
took its rise.—2d. The custom of ador- 
ing the sun at its rising, and ihe moon 
at her change; a superstition which is 
mentioned in Ezekiel viii. 16,* and in 
every part of profane antiquity.—3d. 
The custom of kissing the hand, the 
form of adoration and token of sove- 
reign respect.} 

Perhaps some more light may be 
thrown on this subject, from the fact, 
that, in their forms of worship, the Ma- 
hometans have a custom, somewhat si- 
milar to that of kissing the hand in the 
institutions of Zoroaster. We are told,|| 
that they begiu their worship with 
bringing their two thumbs together, and 
kissing them three times, and at every 
kiss touching their foreheads with their 
thumbs. When they cannot kiss the 
hand of a super wi they kiss their own, 


* Porle’s ee ations, in loe. 
7 “ And he brought me into the inner court 


of the Lord’s house, and behokl, at the déor of 


the temple of the Lord, between the porch ond 
the altar, were about five and twenty men, with 


- their backs toward the temple of the Lord, and 


their faces towards the east, and they worship- 
ped the sun towards the east” Upon this pas- 
sage the continustors of Poole rem ark—-* In 
imitation of the Chaldeans, Persians,Z.cy ptians, 
Phenicians, and the castern idolators, these 
Jews turn their hack upon God who created 
the sun, and wor ship the creature in contempt 
of the Creator.” 

+ Their idols that were near they kissed ; to 
those which were farther from them, they heli 
out their hand, and afterwards did put it to their 
mouth, in signe of honour, and sn acknowledge- 
ment that they had their life and breath from 
them. Diodati. 

}| Harmer’s Obervs. &c. 


and put it to their foreheads: they ve- 
nerate an unseen being, whom they can- 
not touch, in the same manner. 

It is difficult to trace to their origin 
many of the rites and superstitions, 
which have disgraced the heathen 
world. The custem, noticed in this 
paper, seems a beautiful institution, if 
we look at it only in the light of an in- 
nocent ceremony. But when we reflect, 
that it was the sign of worship in one of 
the earliest systems of idolatry of which 
we have any account, we cannot bat 
mourn over the frailty of human nature, 
and sigh to reflect, that so often men 
make the sun, and the moon, and the 
stars, or even the works of their own 
hands, the objects of adoration; and, 
changing the truth of God into a lie, 
worship and serve the creature more 
than the Creator, who is God over all, 
blessed for ever. J.K.L. 

—_-- 
For the Christian Journal. 


Report of the Board of Managers of 
the Missionary Association of Christ 
Church, auxihary to the Protestant 
Episcepal Missionary Society, read 
at its third anniversary meeting, held 
on Monday evening, Jan. 12, 1824. 


Tse managers of the Missionary 
Association of Christ Church, with 
heartfelt pleasure announce to their 
constituents, that after the temporary 
suspension of its usefulness, occasioned 
(as stated in last report. by an afilictive 
visitation of Providence, it has again 
been enabled to contribute something 
to the extension of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. ‘The sum of $79 50 has 
been paid over to the treasurer of the 
parent institution; of which sum § 20 
were received from life subscribers, 
which, together with §2 in the trea- 
sury, forms the sum total of the receipts 
of the society for the last two years. 
This fact induces us to express our re- 
gret for another which is intimately 
connected with it, viz. that our sub- 
scription list embraces but a few names. 
This is mentioned with a view of mak- 
ing the state of the society known, 
and not with the intent of censuring 
our brethren of the congregation; for 
we indulge the hope, that the exist- 
ence and design of the institution need 
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but to be known in order to its being 
enabled to hold its proper rank among 
those associations which have in view 
the happiness of individuals, the pres- 
perity of our country, the ingathering 
of the sheep of Christ’s fold, and the 
glory of God. Many institutions are 
veared for accomplishing one or more 
of these objects; but it is the excellence 
of institutions like ours, that in pursu- 
ing the object of their establishment, 
they, in a most effectual manner, con- 
duce to each of the ends just mention- 
ed. Itisalso their passport to Chris- 
tian patronage and support, that they 
contain the germ of all other benevolent 
associations ; that of these the efficiency 
and general influence will be in exact 
proportion to the success of missionary 
fabours; and that these have the great- 
est prospect ef success, inasmuch as 
‘heir object is to prope] that word of 
salvation which received its first im- 
pulse from him who by his word framed 
the worlds; who spake, and it was done ; 
who commanded, and it stood fast. 

As to the effects of this word, we 
would not enter into a discussion of 
what it is naturally calculated to pre- 
duce, but would state what marks its 
progress in all the world, as an addi- 
tional claim for the support of institu- 
tiens established for its circulation. He 
who formerly built his hopes of happi- 
ness solely on the possession of what 
this mutable and transitory world af- 
iords, or whose pleasures were limited. 
to such as flow from the impure and 
unsatisfying fountains of sense, now 
places his heart and affection upon hea- 
ven and the things which are above, 
and has consequently secured to him- 
self joys superior to those which earth 
can grant, and lasting as the mind. He 
who once fearlessly blasphemed the 
name of his Maker and Judge, and 
called down on himself and others the 
maledictions of heaven, is now duly 
affected with an awful apprehension of 
the Divine Majesty, approaches it with 
lowliness and devotion, and breathes 
nothing but good-will even to his ene- 
mies. He who was once so entirely 
under the dominion of his fleshly appe- 
tites, that to gratify them he would sa- 
crifice his property, his friends, his 
health, and would disregard the neces- 
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sities of the friend of his bosom, and 
his tender offspring, and would spend 
in riotous and tumultuous mirth, and in 
impure gratifications, what was neces- 
sary to make them comfortable or re- 
spectable, is now released from the odi- 
ous bondage—he is now at liberty to 
pursue the path to which public opinion, 
reason, reyelation, and interest point; 
he is now diligent in business, provid- 
ing things honest in the sight of all men; 
he is the affectionate husband, the ten- 
der and provident parent, and the or- 
nament and delight of the domestic cir- 
cle. He who by his excesses and pur- 
suit of unlawful gain, was a bane to so- 
ciety, and a violator of its laws, now 
lets his light so shine before men, that 
they, seeing his good works, glorify his 
Father who is in heaven; and he has 
wherewithal to give to him that need- 
eth, out of the proceeds of honest in- 
dustry. In short, the wayward heart 
is checked, the impure imagination is 
cleansed; the boisterous and direful 
passions which first torment their 
sessor, and then disturb the world, are 
subdued; and in their stead love of 
peace, of God, and man, gives the 
heart a foretaste of the joys of heaven, 
and assimilates the man to the image of 
him that created him; the fear of death, 
a bondage, under which the natural 
man all his lifetime groans, is dispelled, 
and not unfrequently is succeeded by 
an exulting confidence; the valley of 
the shadow of death is illuminated by 
a light which guides the timorous tra- 
veller to safety and to happiness; bv it, 
looking through the vista of time, we 
can see that 
* On the cold cheek of death smiles and roses 
are blending. 
And beauty immortal awakes from the tomb.” 
In pursuing the design which prompt- 
ed these remarks, your board might in 
like manner relate the beneficial effects 
of the word, which it is our design to 
propagate, upon man considered as a 
citizen. Such a relation could not fail 
to be interesting to the Christian and 
the patriot: but this we shall not at- 
tempt; yet we would avail our cause of 
the testimony borne in its favour by the 
proceedings of a court of justice, and 
the solemuities of the inauguration of a 
magistrate. For here we see that the 
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only security for the discovery of the 
truth, the consequent punishment of the 
guilty and clearance of the innocent in 
the one case, and in the other, that the 
only security for) the proper discharge 
of the most important duties, on the 
performance of which the very exist- 
ence of the government in a great mea- 
sure depends, is derived from what re- 
ligion teaches to be tlie consequences of 
an oath. 

We would now remind you, brethren, 
that thé word which is so excellent in 
working is, as says an inspired apostle, 
contained in earthen vessels. Such be- 
ing the case, it is necessary for the ex- 
tension of its benefits, that they should 
be sent, with their inestimable contents, 
to enrich those places where its exist- 
ence is unknown, and where, although 
known, it is not enjoyed, but is, per- 
haps, an object of anxious search. To 
send these dispensers of the rich bless- 
ings of the gospel to such of these 
classes as are associated in the same 
bond of state union with ourselves, is 
our more immediate object, seeing that 
they compose part of the same civil 
and religious household with ourselves, 
and that a mission established among 
them affords a better prospect of suc- 
cess, and better hopes of soon gaining 
auxiliaries in this work, than is afjorded 
in other places. 

We would now state, on the autho- 
rity of the committee for propagating 
the gospel, appointed by the conven- 
tion, that the number of missionaries 
employed in this work “ has ameunted, 
the past year, to one and twenty ;” and 
that “ when the current salaries of the 
present year shall have been paid up, 
there will remain a deficiency of above 
$700, which can be met,” adds the 
committee, “ only by being withdrawn 
from the income of the ensuing year.” 

It will not be out of place now te 
ask, Can it be that a society whose ob- 
ject is so good, whose success is so 
certain, whose efiects are so beneficial 
to individuals, to the country at large, 
and to the chyrch, and whose labours 
are directed to those who are united to 
us by the threefold tie of humanity, 
citizenship, and chorch membership— 
can it be, we ask, that such a society 
shall be paralized in its operations by 


a want of means? Considering you, 
brethren, as men, as patriots, and as 
Christians, we think efforts on your part 
will not be wanting to prevent so dis- 
graceful and injurious a state of things. 
We cannot think that, as men, you can 
unmoved see your fellow man, original- 
ly made in the image of God, and au 
emanation from the Deity, dwelling in 
sin, and the grossest ignorance of his 
being’s end and aim. We cannot think 
that, as patriots, you can uncoficernedly 
see the barriers of civilization broken 
down, and viee and immorality pros- 
trating every principle of religion and 
honour, on which alone you can rest 
your hope of your country’s prosperity, 
We cannot think that, as Christians, you 
can survey without emotion, the vast 
extent of country which is yet under 
the dominion of the prince of dark- 
ness, where no sabbaths shine, no al- 
tars to Jehovah are raised, no minister 
of Jesus sounds the gospel trump to 
awaken the slumbering soul, and to 
comfort those who mourn. We cannot 
think that you can turn a‘deaf ear to 
the calls of your brethren, who, having 
been once féd at the Lord’s house, have, 
by untoward circumstances, been dri- 
ven away, and are now hungering and 
thirsting atter the bread of life and wa- 
ters of salvation; and who are now 
anxiausly i inquiring of you, as of those 
Who have it in their power to do some-' 
thing towards satisfying their reasona- 
ble demand, * When shall we come te 
appear in the presence of God? a 
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At page 574 of our last volume we closed our 
~ abstract of the journal of the General Conven 
tion held in Philadelphia in May, 1823; ane 
we promised in a fyture number the report 
from the Theological Seminary submitted to 
the Convention; which report we now pre 
seit to our readers. | 


Repurt of the Faculty of the General Theo- 
logical Seminary'of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the United States, respect- 
Sully submitted to the Board of Trustees 
of the said Seminary. 


Imuepratety after the examination of 
the students in July last, in presence oi 
the trustees, commenced the annual vaca- 
tion prescribed by the statutes. On the 
re-opening of the seminary, the students 
who had belonged to it at the close of 
the former year “returned, except Messrs. 
Hull, Jarvis, and W. L. Jolson, whe 
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had been ordained; Mr. Beardsley, who 
was then about receiving orders; and 
Mr. Marks, who had removed to Philadel- 
hia. 
¢ At the same time, also, Mr. Low, who 
had entered at New-Haven, but had not 
attended since the removal of the semi- 
nary, owing to ill health, joined the second 
class. 
+ Since that period, the following stu- 
dents have been admitted :—Novy. 18th, 
Edward Neufville, jun. and William R. 
Whittingham, of New-York: December 2d, 
Henry. N. Hotchkiss, Benjamin Holmes, 
Danforth Billings, and Samuel F. J. Wil- 
son, of New-York; and Charles P. Elliot, 
of Seuth-Carolina: January 20th, George 
A. Smith, of Virginia. 

These all entered the third class except 
Mr. Smith, who, being found, on examina- 
tion, duly qualified, was adinitted into the 
second class. 

During the present year, there have left 
the seminary, Mr. Converse, who has been 
ordained; Mr. Mason, whois about receiv- 
ing orders; Mr. Verdries, who has remov- 
ed from New-York; Me. Coffin, on ac- 
count of +l health; and Mr. Wilson, who 
has relinquished the study of divinity. 

So that the present students are the fol- 
lowing :—First Class—Robert B. Croes, 
of New-Jersey; Samuel 8. Johnson, of 
New-York; Matthew Matthews, of Penn- 
sylvania; William Potter, of Massachu- 
setts; William Shelton, of Connecticut—5. 

Second Clauss—Isaac Low, of New-York; 
Edward Thomas, of South-Carolina ; 
Henry J. Whitehouse, of New-York; James 
&.. Yvonnet, of New-York; George A. 
Smith, of Virginia—3. 

Third Class—Philip Gadsden, of South- 
Sarolina; Paul T. Keith, of South-Caro- 
lina; Edward Neufville, jun.of New-York ; 
William R. Whittingham, of New-York ; 
Henry N. Hotchkiss, of New-York; Ben- 
jamin Holmes, of New-York; Danforth 
Billings, of New-York; Charles P. Elliot, 
of South-Carolina—8. 

Total number of students, 18. 

At the first meeting of the faculty, after 
the annual vacation, they framed an order 
for the attendance of the several classes ; 
by which it is provided that, besides the 
weekly attendance of all the students on 
the professor of pastoral theology and pul- 
pit eloquence, required by the statutes, 
and with the exception of the day thus ap- 
propriated, and Sunday, each class shall 
attend one, and but one, recitation daily. 
Each recitation usually occupies from an 
hour and a half to two hours and a half. 

The faculty have adopted a standing 
rule, that at the opening of the seminary, 
every year, an introductory address shall 
be publicly delivered by one of the pro- 
fessors. As early a day after the passing 
of this rule as could conveniently be se- 

tected, was appointed for the delivery of 


the address this year ; and Professor Tur 
ner was requested to perform the duty; 
which he accordingly did, in. Trinity 
church, in this city, in the presence of 
several of the trustees, the faculty, a num- 
ber of the clergy, and a large congrega- 
tion, on the evening of the festival of St. 
John the Evangelist, December 27th. 

The following standing rule on the sub- 
ject of qualifications for admission into 
the seminary, has been adopted by the 
faculty :—- | 

“‘ Whereas, by the statutes of the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States, 
(chap. vii. § 1.) ‘satisfactory evidence of 
classical and scientific attainments,’ is to 
be presented to the faculty by every ap- 
plicant for admission into the seminary; 
therefore resolved, that with the excep- 
tion of ‘candidates for holy orders with 
full qualifications,’ and of those persons 
who shall present a diploma from some 
college, every applicant for admission 
into the seminary shall be required to 
stand an examination on the general prin- 
ciples of natural and moral philosoph 
and rhetoric; and in the Latin and Gree 
languages, on the following works, or 
such others as shall be considered as an 
equivalent substittite, viz. Sallust, Vir- 
gil’s Zneid, Cicero’s Orations, or De Offi- 
ciis; and the four Gospels, Zenophon’s 
Cyropedia, aud the first three books of 
Homer.” 

The subject of the Theologieal Society, 
directed to be furmed by chapter x, of 
the statutes, received the early attention 
of the faculty. It has been duly organiz- 
ed, and gorie into full, and, we trust, be- 
neficial operation. 

Every second meeting is devoted, ex- 
clusively, to devotional and practical pur. 
poses, and is occupied by the evening ser- 
vice of the church, with an appopriate 
prayer for the seminary, conducted by the 
presiding officer; and a sermon or essay 
on seme practical subject by a student; 
the subject being afterwards made the 
theme of familiar remark by the members 
and the presiding officer; and the whole 
concluding with a selection of collects 
from the liturgy. The faculty are satis- 
fied, that as this is a very interesting, so 
it will, through the divine blessing, prove 
a profitable, addition to the means pointed 
out in the fifth section of the seventh chap- 
ter of the statutes, for the cultivation, on 
the part of students, of “ evangelical faith, 
and a sound practical piety.” 

The other meetings of the society are 
appropriated to dissertations on, and the 
discussion of, theological topies, and de- 
clamation. 

For a more particular view of the soci. 
ety, the faculty beg leave to refer to its 


constitution, a copy of which accompanies 
this report. 
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Professors Turner, Wilson, and Onder. 
donk, preside, in rotation, at the meetings 
of the society ; provision being made that, 
in their absence, one of the members is 
chairman pro tem. 

For the greater part of the year, the 
students have assembled in the recitation 
foom every other Sunday evening; when 
divine service has been conducted, and a 
sermon or lecture delivered, by Professor 
Turner, or Professor Wilson. : 

As farther illustrative of the progress 
and present situation of the seminary, the 
faculty subjoin copies of the particular 
reports of the professors respectively. 


** All the students of the seminary have 
attended the professor of pastoral theology 
and pulpit eloquence, one day in every 
week, from the commencement of the first 
session, in November last. They have 
been engaged several hours, each day of 
their attendance, im recitation, and in the 
delivery of sermons; and on certain days, 
in the reading of the service of the Church, 
as a devotional exercise. Two, and fre- 
quently three, sermons have been deliver- 
ed by the students, in rotation, each x’ 
which were the subjects of the remarks 
of the professor; and some of them also 
furnished; as an additional exercise, out- 
lines of sermons. 

“‘ The higher classes have recited Bur- 
het’s Pastoral Care, and the other, the ap- 
pendix to the Clergyman’s Companion, on 
the qualifications and duties of the eleri- 
cal office. And théy are all now consider- 
ably advanced in the study of Claude’s Fs- 
say on the Composition of a Sermon. 

* Joun H. Hosanr, 
** Professor of Pastoral Theology and 
Pulpit Eloquence.” 


‘The professor of biblical learning and 
the interpretation of scripture reports, 
that agreeably to thé arrangement made 
by the faculty, he attended, during the last 
session, to the third class, twice a week, 
and still continues the same duty. They 
have studied the book of Genesis, and 
about half of Exodus, with some chapters 
of Numbers, in the Septuagint, and are 
at present attending to the historical books. 
A short course of the criticisms of the 
Old Testament, and of Jewish antiquities, 
has been studied ; in which the professor 
has been obliged to direct his pupils to 
several authors for correct and necessary 
information. Mr. Horne’s late work on 
the Critical Study of the Sacred Scriptures 
cannot be considered as a text book, but 
has been one among other books to which 
the students have been occasionally refer- 
red. 

“This class are also engaged in the 
study of the Harmony of the Gospels, using 
as a text book, the work of Archbishop 
Newcome. 

“The second class have attended three 


[No. 2. 


times a week. They have pursued the 
study of the Epistles, and have read with 
care all of St. Paul’s, except those to the 
Corinthians, end to Philemon. The Ca- 
tholic Epistles, also, have been examined 
but hastily, from want of time. As much 
of Ernesti’s work on Interpretation as has 
been translated by Professor Stewart, has 
been used as a text book on that subject; 
to which were added such remarks and 
illustrations as appeared to be suitable. 

“The professor begs leave to state far- 
ther, that as the trustees thought proper, 
at their last meeting, to devolve on the 
faculty the duty of providing for the in- 
struction of the students in ecclesiastical 
history, he consented to undertake, for 
atime, so much of that branch as com- 
prises the Old Testament history, and the 
Connexion between it and the New, and 
the first three centuries of the Christian 
church. With the third class, he has 
hitherto pursued this subject along with, 
the study of the books of scripture. The 
second class have read the second part of 
Prideaux, with the omission of such por- 
tions as have no immediate connexion with 
Jewish affairs, and are now attending to 
Mosheim. : 

“ The extent and variety of the subjects 
which require attention in his own profes- 
sorship, lead him to express the hope, 
that the trustees will very soon be able to 
provide for more efficient instruction in 
the other important department of theolo- 
gical learning, than the necessary duties 
of his own will allow him to give. 

“Samven H. Tuner, 

“ Professor of Biblical Learning and the 

Interpretation of Scripture.” 


“With the professor of systematic the- 
ology, the first class have proceeded 
through Bishop Pearson’s Exposition of 
the Creed, from that part of it which 
treats of the divinity and personality of 
the Holy Ghost, to which they had advanc- 
ed at the date of the last report to the 
trustees. They have since studied Bishop 
Burnet, and Bishop Tomline on the thirty- 
nine Articles, the first three parts of Bi- 
shop White’s Comparative Views of the 
Controversy between the Calvinists and 
Arminians, and Dr. Laurence’s Bampton 
Lectures. To these works have been ad- 
ded the most important, homilies, and 
many occasional references to other au- 
thors on particular subjects. 

“In consequence of the temporary ar- 
rangement made, at the request of the 
trustees, between the professors of biblical 
learning and the interpretation of scrip- 
ture, and of systematic theology, the first 
class have also studied, with the last 
named professor, Dr. Mosheim’s history of 
the fifth, sixth, seventh, fifteenth, and six- 
teenth centuries, Bishop Burnet’s abridge- 
ment of his History of the Reformation m 
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England, and Collier’s History of the 
Reiga of Elizabeth, from the period at 
which the preceding work concludes; 
and they have made considerable progress 
in the history of the seventeenth century. 

“The second class commenced the 
study of systematic theology at the be- 
ginning of the second session. In the short 
time since elapsed, much progress could 
notbe made. They are pursuing the same 
course detailed in the last report to the 
trustees, with some enlargement and im- 
provement. 

“The first class have attended the pro- 
fessor four days in each week, during the 
first session, and three days in each week, 
during the second. The second class 
have attended two days in each week. 

“Bran WILsoN, 
“‘ Professor of Systematic Divinity.” 


* Agreeably to an arrangement of the 
faculty, under the eighth chapter of the 
statutes, the studies connected with the 
professorship of the nature, ministry, and 
polity of the church, have been confined 
to the first class, which attended the pro- 
fessor once in each week, during the first 
session. Since the commencement of the 
present session, they have attended twice 
a week, and will continue to do so through 
the year. They have recited Potter on 
Church Government, and the first seven 
books of Hooker’s Ecclesiastical Polity ; 
and are now engaged in Barrow’s Treatise 
on the Pope’s Supremacy. Several valu- 
able works connected with the subjects 
of this professorship, which time would 
not allow to be recited, have been noticed 
and recommended to the perusal of the 
students; _ particularly Slater’s Original 
Draught of the Primitive Church, and the 
Letters of Mr. Law to the Bishop of Ban- 
gor, in the Scholar Armed. ‘The profes- 
sor has, also, from time to time, added 
such farther illustrations of the several 
subjects as he thought might lead to a bet- 
ter understanding of them; often with a 
particular reference to the system of eccie- 
siastical polity adopted in our own Church. 

“The trustees having, at their last 
meeting, at the request of this professor, 
grounded on the claims of his parochial 
connexion, excused him from the duties of 
the department of ecclesiastical history ; 
they have been discharged by Professors 
Yurner and Wilson. 

* Benzamin T. ONDERDONK, 
“ Professor of the Nature, Ministry, and 
Polity of the Church.” 


“ The professor of Oriental and Greek 
literature begs leave respectfully to re- 
port, that during the first session, which 
commenced in November last, he was at- 
tended by the students of the second and 
third classes. The second class recited 


twice in each week; and in the course of 
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the session, read in the original, and trang- 
lated into English, the nineteenth, twen- 
tieth, twenty-first, and twenty-second 
psalms; the first, sixth, ninth, eleventh, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, fifty-third, and six- 
tieth chapters of Isaiah, and the first nine 
chapters of the book of Job. Beside 
which, other parts of the Hebrew Bible 
were, with the assistance of the professor, 
occasionally translated, without having 
been previously studied. During the 
course of the recitations, the attention of 
the students was carefully directed to the 
characteristic force and beauties of the 
Hebrew language, as well as to the vast 
difference between the ideas excited in the 
mind by translations, and the vivid pic- 
tures presented to the intellectual view by 
the original. 

“The students of the third class, dur- 
ing the first session, attended the recita- 
tions in the Hebrew, three times in a week ; 
and since the commencement of the se- 
cond session, they have attended but twice 
in each week. They commenced their 
studies with the Hebrew grammar, and 
soon proceeded to read and trnslate the 
Psalter. They have gone over the first 
twenty-two psalms, and the first, sixth, 
ninth, eleventh, thirteenth, fourteenth, 
and fifty-third chapters of Isaiah. In the 
course of these recitations, the minute 
rules of grammar have been continually 
pointed out, avid questions upon them again 
and again repeated, as occasions occurred 
for the application of them. This class 
has slso read with the professor, and with- 
out previous study, several chapters in 
Genesis. : 

‘In both classes, a part of the business 
of most of the recitations has been, to re- 
peat some portion of what had previously 
been recited. So that, while the students 
have been gradually extending their stock 
of acquirements, they have been continu- 
ally impressing on their minds what they 
had already learned. 

“{t was thought advisable that those 
who commenced their Hebrew studies in 
the seminary, should begin to translate 
the more difficult books of the Old Tes- 
tament; because, the time allotted by the 
statutes being too short for a complete 
course, it seemed best that they should 
bave the assistance of ihe professor in 
those parts where they were most likely 
to meet with impediments in their pro- 
gress. 

**Ithas been the aim of the professor to 
conduct his course of instruction in such 
a manner as to give to the recitations in 
his department the character of friendly 
aud familiar conversations; and to afford 
the students every encouragement to state, 
without reserve, whatever they found dif- 
ficult or embarrassing, and to offer freel 
the thoughts which presented themselves 
to their minds, in the persuasion that mors 
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may be learned by unreserved communi- 
cations, than by formal lectures ; and 
that the lively and unbiassed intellects of 
youth may sometimes produce combina- 
tions of ideas, from which even veterans 
in literature may derive advantage. 
*Crrment C. Moons, 
“‘ Professor of Oriental and Greek 
Literature.” 


Agreeably to the order of attendance 
established by the faculty, the professor 
of the evidences of revealed religion, and 
of moral science in its relations to theo- 
logy, was not to copimence instruction in 
his department until the second session, 
which began after the Easter recess. 
Owing, however, to unavoidable absence 
from the city, he has but just entered on 
his duties, and, consequently, has no re- 
port to make. 

The fuculty feel great pleasure in being 
able to state the satisfaction afforded them 
by the spirit and success with which the 
studies and exercises of their respective 
departments have been prosecuted by 
those students of the seminary who have 
not been impeded by ill health, or other 
unavoidable causes. This remark is es- 
pecially applicable to the department of 
Oriental and Greek literature, as most 
young men feel an aversion tothe difficulty 
of learning the Hebrew language, the 
whole structure of which, as well as every 
word, and every character, is totally dit- 
ferent from any thing to which they have 
ever been accustomed; and in the acquire- 
ment of which, they are obliged, at first, 
to resume the elementary lessons of child- 
hood. 

At the same time, the faculty feel still 
higher gratification in the reason they 
have to hope, that the industry of the stu- 
dents in the prosecution of their studies, 
is not only with a view to their advance- 
ment in theological science, and their re- 
spectable standing in a learned profession, 
but principally with the hope of being 
thereby better qualified to advance the 
glory of God, promote the great int: rests 
of his Chutch, and be humble instruments 
in the salvation of their fellow men. 

The faculty, therefore, encouraged by 
the opportunity which they have of be- 
coming acquainted with the eharacters, 
talents, and acquirements of the students, 
beg leave to congratulate the trustees on 
the prospect of the great good to the 
cause of religion and the Church, which 
may be anticipated from the future ser- 
vices of those whom the institution under 
their protection is engaged in preparing 
for the ministry. 

In conclusion, the faculty solicit the 
prayers of their fellow members of the 
Church, that in all the doings of this in- 
stitution, it may be directed with God’s 
mos? gracious favour, and furthered with 
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his continual help, for his sake to whose 
honour and glory it is devoted, Jesus 
Christ, our blessed Saviour and Redeemer. 
Signed, by order of the Faculty, 
, J. H. HOBART, President. 
New-York; May 14th, 1825. 


Report of the Professors in the Branch The- 
ological School, Geneva, to the Trustees 


of the General Theological Seminary at 
New-York. 


Tuer professors report the following 
young gentlemen as members of the Branch 
School, viz. , :, 

_ William W. Bostwick, Richard Salmor, 
Marvin H. Cady, Orsimus H. Smith, read- 
ing Theology.—Ira White, Seth Davis, 
Henry Gregory, Thaddeus Garlick, John 
Gavott, Isaac Elwood, Isaac Pardee, and 
Henry 8. Atwater, pursuing academical 
studies, preparatory to reading Theology. 
—Burton H. Hecox, having recently re- 
ceived deacon’s orders, las left the school. 
—John A. Clark, formerly in the school; 
entered the senior class in Union College 
Jast autumn; but he will return at the end 
of the ensuing summer.—Henry Graves, 
now in South-Carolina for the benefit of 
his health, will enter the school upon his 
return.—William W. Weber, M. D. has 
entered his name as a student in Theology, 
to commence after having renewed his 
classical studies. 

On the 5th of August last, the students 
took possession of their apartments in the 
new acacemy, eligibly situated on the high: 
western bank of SenecaLake. The change 
has been found to be not only pleasant, but 
advantageous to the student, by enabling 
him to pursue his reading in his own re- 
tired room, at all hours of the Gay, unmio- 
lested by the noise of business, and unin- 
terrupted by incidents, from which not 
even private families are always free. 

The four first mentioned students have 
passed their second examination, but have 
been prevented from passing the third 
one, from the ill health of the professor of 
systematic divinity. The professor of ec- 
clesiastical history has uniformly caused 
the students to recite Theology daily, and 
he has devoted as much time each day to 
lectures, as the multiplied duties of the 
academy would permit. The professor 
of systematic theology has.devoted as 
much time as the duties of a parochial 
clergyman Would permit, to examining 
the compositions of the students, in caus- 
ing them to perform the service, and deli- 
ver their sermons: before him; this prac- 
tice he continued until extreme ill health 
compelled him to relinquish it. 

D. M‘DONALD. 

Professor of Ecclesiastical History, Kc. 

ORIN CLARK, 
Professor of Systematic Divinity 
Geneva, April. 10th, 1823. 
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From the Gospel Advocate. 


Convention of the Eastern Diocese. 


‘Tue annual convention of the Eastern 
Diocese was held in Windsor, Vermont, 
on Wednesday the 24th Sept. 1823. 

Present—the Right Rev. Alexander 
V. Griswold, D.D Bishop. 

Clergy—Rev.Samuel F Jarvis,D.D. 
James Morss, Asa Eaton, Aaron Hum- 
phrey, Titus Strong, Benj. C. Cutler, 
deacon, Lott Jones, deacon, Massachu- 
setts.—Rev.George Leonard, Abraham 
Bronson, Joel Clapp, Carlton Chase, 
Benj.B. Smith, Elijah Brainard,deacon, 
Samuel B: Shaw, deacon, Yermont.— 
Rev. James B. Howe, New-Hampshire. 

Laymen—Mr. Dana Miller, Bellows 
Falls; Mr. Guy Bridgman, Guilford ; 
Mr. Danforth Billings, Arlington ; Hon. 
Dudley Chase, Bethel; Hon. Jona. H. 
Hubbard, Windsor; Hon.Dudley A. 
Tyng,Newbaryports; Mr. John Sowdon, 
Boston; Mr. Christopher Seaton, Cor- 
nish; Major Ezra Jones, Claremont ; 
Mr. C. C. Brainard, Walpole. 

Divine ser'vice'was performed by the 
Rev. Dr. Jarvis; sermon by the Rev. 
Mr. Strong, The holy communion was 
administered by the bishop, assisted by 
the Rev. Dr. Jarvis. 

The Rev. Titus Strong was chosen 
secretary, the former secretary having 
declined a re-appointment. 

Voted, that such clergymen, candi- 
dates for orders, and lay members of 
the Episcopal church as may be pre- 
sent, whe are not members of the con- 
yention, be admitted to honorary seats. 
‘The Rev. Mr. Marshall, and the Rev. 
Mr. Robertson, from the diocese of V ir- 
ginia, and the Rev. Mr. Dyer, from the 
diocese of New-York, took their seats 
accordingly. 

Voted, that the rules of order be ob- 
served which were adopted at the last 
meeting of this convention.’ 

Voted, that théthanks of the cenven- 
tion be given to the Rev. Mr. Strong, 
for his sermon this day delivered, and 
that a copy be requested for publication 

‘n the Gospel Advocate. 

V cied, that the thanks of the conven- 
tion be given to the Rev. Mr. Eaton, for 
his faithful services as secretary, from 
the organization of the diocese in 1810, 
to the present time. 
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The Rev. Messrs. Morss and Howe 
were appointed a comn.. » e to commu- 
nicate the two foregoing resolutions. 


The following persons were appoint- 
ed the standing committee for the ensu- 
ing year,viz. The Rev.Asa Eaton, Rev. 
Samuel F. Jarvis, Rev. James Morss, 
Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Carlton 
Chase, Rev.Petrus S.Ten Broeck, Rev. 
Cliarles Burroughs, Hon. Dudley A. 
Tyng, George Brinley, Esq. 


Voted, that the alteration in the se- 
cond article of the constitution, that the 
words, “ in each of the states by reta- 
tion,” be struck out, and the words, 
« such place as shall be agreed upon at 
the preceding convention,” be inserted, 
which alteration was proposed at the 
last meeting of this convention, be, and 
the same is hereby adopted. 

Voted, that the alteration proposed 
at the last meeting of this convention in 
the same article, that after the words, 
* lay delegate,” the words, “or dele- 

gates, not exceeding three,” be inserted, 
9e, and the same is hereby adopted. 

Voted, that the alteration in the tenth 
article of the constitution, proposed at 
the last meeting of this convention, that 
the word, “ biennial,” be struck out, 
and the ward, ” annual, ” inserted, be, 
and the same is hereby ‘adopted. 

' Voted, that the next meeting of this 
convention be held at Portland, Maine. 


The Rev. Messrs. Morss, Hewe, and 
Chase, were appointed a committee to 
report a regular and correct list of the 
clergy and churches in this diocese. 

The report includes —in Maine, two 
churches and two presbyters; in Massa- 
chusetts, eighteen presbyters, five dea- 
cons, and twenty-one* churches; in 
Vermont, five presbyters, two deacons, 
and nineteen churches; in New-Hamp- 
shire, five presbyters, and six churches ; 
in Rhode-Island, six presbyters, two 
deacons, and seven churches. ‘Total, 
36 presbyters, 9 deacons, 55 
—Adjourned to ‘Thursday. 

Thursday, Sept. 25.—The bishop 
delivered his address, agreeably to the 
provisions of the 45th canon. 





* There are 23 churches i Massachusetts, 
in the sense of incorporated socicties, though, 
there are but 21 buildings for public worship. 
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Resolved, that the thanks of this con- 
vention be, and they hereby are return- 
ed to the right reverend the bishop of 
the diocese, for his excellent address; 
and that a copy of the same be re- 
quested for publication in the Gospel 
Advocate. 

Resolved, that for the better circula- 
tion of this address through the diocese, 
it be made the duty of every clergyman 
to read the same to his congregation, or 
congregations, on some occasion of pub- 
lic worship. 

The Rev. Mr. Leonard and the Rev. 
Dr. Jarvis were appointed a committee 
to present the foregoing resolutions to 
the bishop ; who reported that he would 
comply with the request of the con- 
vention. 

Resolved, that the committees report- 
ed at the last diocesan convention, to 
solicit subscriptions and donations to 
the episcopal fund, be requested to at- 
tend to the business referred to them 
the ensuing year; and that the secretary 
furnish each member of the said com- 
mittees with a copy of this resolution. 

Resolved, that the committee appoint- 
ed at the last convention of this diocese, 
upon the subject of providing a uniform 
system of catechetical instruction, be 
requested to prosecute the object con- 
templated in their appointment, and 
report to the next convention. 

Resolved, that the standing commit- 
tees of the séveral states in this diocese 
be requested to make inquiry into the 
character and situation of such clergy- 
men as have been reported within this 
diocese, who are neglecting the duties 
of the ministerial office; and to take 
such measures respecting them, as the 
canons of the church may authorize 
and require. 

The Rev. Dr. Jarvis, the Rev. Mr. 
Morss, and the Hon. Mr. Tyng, were 
appointed a committee to ascertain whe- 
ther any, and what clergymen are in the 
diocese, whose names ought to be added 
tothe list as reported. 

Divine service was performed by the 
Rev. Mr. Humphrey; sermon by the 
bishop; and the holy communion was 
administered. The Rev. Lot Jones was 
admitted to the priesthood; and the 
convention adjourned sine die. 

Attest. T. Srrone, secretary. 
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Constitution of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the Eastern Diocese 
of the United States of America. 

Article 1. The States of Massachu- 
setts, Rhode-Island, New-Hampshire, 
Vermont, and Maine, shall constitute 
one episcopal diocese, in subordination 
to the general convention; and shall: 
be entitled, “ The Eastern Diocese of 
the United States.” 

Art.2. There shall be annually held 
a convention of the church in this dio- 
cese, on the last Wednesday in Septem- 
bet, in such place as shall be agreed 
upon ai the preceding convention, com- 
posed of the clergy belonging to the 
diocese, and a lay delegate, or delegates 
not exceeding three, from each of the 
churches which may have been recog- 
nized by the bishop, or standing com- 
mittee of the diocese. 

Art. 3. ‘The convention shall delibe- 
rate and act in one body, but shall vote 
in distinct orders, when any member 
shall call for such a division on any 
question ; and in such case, a concur- 
rence of a majority of both orders shall 
be necessary to give validity to any 
measure. 

Art. 4. The bishop, or if no bishop 
be present, a clergyman chosen by bal- 
lot, shall be president of the convention. 

Art. 5. At each meeting of the con- 
vention, a secretary shall be chosen by 
ballot, who shall keep a true and fair 
record of the proceedings of the conven- 
tion; and at the close of each session, 
shall furnish the bishop with a copy of 
the same, or, if there be no bishop, the 
standing committee. 

Art. 6. There shall be a standing 
committee, elected at each stated meet- 
ing of the convention, consisting of nine 
persons, one of whom shall be from 
each state in the diocese. 

Art.7. Whenever, hereafter, the epis- 
copate of this diocese shall be vacant; 
the standing committee shall give in- 
formation thereof to the secretary of 
each state convention in the diocese, 
and also of the time and place of a spe- 
cial convention for the purpose of filling 
up such vacancy; which special con- 
vention shall consist of the clergy be- 
longing to the diocese, and a lay dele- 
gate from each of the churches, which 
may have been recognized by the bishop 
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or standing committee, and shall be 
held at least three months after such 
information is given, And in every 
election of a bishop, the clergy shall 
make a nomination by ballot, which no- 
mination shall be approved by a majo- 
rity of the lay delegates present, before 
the choice shall be considered valid. 

Art.$. Standing rules, for the orderly 
conducting of business, shall be devised 
from time to time, in biennial conven- 
tion. 

Art.9. No state shall withdraw from 
this diocese, without the approbation 
of the house of bishops. 

Art. 10. No alteration shall be made 
in this constitution, but in annual con- 
vention, nor unless it has been proposed 
in a previous convention, nor without 
the concurrence of a majority of the 
delegation from at least three of the 
states in tbe diocese. 

Adopted May 31, 1810; amended 
Sept. 1822, and Sept. 1823. 

From the Christian Remembrancer. 
4 Pastoral Letter from the Bishop of 

Bath and Wells, to his Clergy, con- 

cerning their behaviour during Lent. 


ALL GLORY BE TO GOD, 
Reverend Broruer, 

Tue time of Lent now approaching 
which has been anciently and very 
Christianly set apart, for penitential 
humiliation of soul and body, for fast- 
ing, and weeping, and praying, all which 
you know are very frequently inculcated 
in Holy Scripture, as the most effectyal 
means we can use, to avert those judg- 
ments our sin$ have deserved; L thought 
it most agreeable to that character 
which, unworthy as I am, I sustain, 
to call you and all my brethren of the 
clergy to mourning ; to mourning for 
your own sins, and to mourning for the 
sins of the nation. 

In making such an address to you as 
this, I follow the example of St. Cyprian, 
that blessed bishop and martyr, who 
from his retirement wrote an excellent 
epistle * to his clergy, most worthy of 
your serieus perusal, exhorting them, 
by public prayers and tears to appease 
the anger of God, which they then ac- 
tually felt, and which we may justly fear. 


ee 
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* Ep. ii. Ea. Oxon. 
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Remember that to keep such a fast 
as God has chosen, it is not enough for 
you to afflict your own soul, but you 
must also, according to your ability, 
deal your bread to the hungry: and the 
rather, because we have not onely usual 
objects of charity te relieve, but many 
poor protestant strangers are now fled 
hither for sanctuary, whom as brethren, 
as members of Christ, we should take 
in and cherish.* 

That you may perform the office of 
a public intercessor the more assidu- 
ously, I beg of you to say daily in your 
closet, or in your family, or rather in 
both, all thistime of abstinence, the 51st 
Psalm, and the other prayers which fol- 
low it in the commination. I could 
wish also that you would frequently 
read and meditate on the Lamentations 
of Jeremy, which holy Gregory Nazi- 
anzen was wont to do, and the reading 
of which melted him into the like la- 
mentations as aflected the prophet him- 
self when he penned them: 

But your gtéatest zeal must be spent 
for the public prayers, in the constant 
devout use of which, the public safety 
both of Church and State is highly con- 
cerned: be sure then to offer up to God 
every day the morning and evening 
prayer; offer it up in your family at 
least, or rather as far as your circum- 
stances may possibly permit, offer it 
up in the church, especially if you live 
in a great town, and say over the 
litany every morning during the whole 
Lent. This I might enjoyn you to doe, 
on your Canonical obedience, but for 
love’s sake I rather beseeclr you; and 
I cannot recommend to you a more de- 
vout and comprehensive form of peni- 
tent and public intercession than that, 
or more proper for the season. 

Be not discouraged if but few come 
to the solemn assemblies, but go to the 
house of prayer, where God is weli 
known for a sure refuge: go, though 
you go alone, or with but one besides 
yourself; and there, as you are God’s * 
remembrancer, keep not silence, and 
give him no rest, till he establish, till he 
make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 

The first sacred counsel of Niee, for 





* The Bishop on this occasion addressed a 
Pastoral Letter to his clergy, exhorting to cha- 
rity. 
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which the Christian world has always 
had a great and just veneration, ordains 
a provincial synod to be held before 
Lent, that all dissensions being taken 
away, a pure oblation might be of- 
fered up to Gad, namely, of prayers, 
and fasting, and alms, and tears, which 
might praduce a comfortable commu- 
nion at the following Easter: and that 
in this diocese we may in some degree 
imitate so primitive a practice, I exhort 
you to endeavour all you can, to recon- 
cile differences, to reduce those that go 
astray, to promote universal charity to- 
wards all that dissent from you, and to 
* put on as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, long- 
suffering, forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, even as Christ 
forgave you.’ 

I <i nl beseech you to reade 
over daily your ordination vows, to ex- 
amine yourself how you observe them; 
and in the prayers that are in that office 
fervently to importune God for the as- 
sistance of his good Spirit, that you may 
conscientiously perform them. ‘Teach 
publicly, and trom house to house, and 
warn every one night and day with 
tears; warn them to-repent, to fast and 
to pray and to give alms, and to bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance ; warn 
them to continue steadfast in that faith 
once delivered tothe saints, in which 
they were baptize, to keep the word 
of God’s patience, that God may keep 
them in the houy of ‘temptation; warn 
them against the sins and the errors 
of the age ; warn them te deprecate 
public judgments, andto mourn for pub- 
lic provocations. 

No one can read God’s holy word 
but he will see, that the greatest sainis 
have been the greatest mourners: Da- 
vid wept whole rivers; Jeremy wept 
sore, and his eyes ran down in secret 
places day and night like a fountain; 
Daniel mourned three full weeks, and 
did eat no pleasant bread, and sought 
God by prayer and supplications, with 

fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes; St. 
Paul was humbled, and bewailed and 
wept for the sins of others; and our 
Lord himself, when he beheld the city, 
wept over it. Learn then of these great 
saints, learn of eur most compassionate 
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Saviour, to weep for the public, and 
weeping to pray, that we may know in 
this our day, the things that belong to 
our peace, lest they be hid from our 
eyes. 

‘To mourn for national guilt, in which 
all share, is a duty incumbent on all, 
but especially on priests, who are par- 
ticularly recommended to weep and to 
say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give 
not thine heritage to reproach, that God 
may repent of the evil, and become 
jealous for his land, and pity his peo- 
ple. 

Be assured that none are more ten- 
derly regarded by God than such mourn- 
ers as these; there is a mark set by 
him on ail that sigh and cry for the 
abominations of the land, the destroy- 
ing angel is forbid to hurt any of them, 
they are ali God’s peculiar care, and 
shall all have either present deliver- 
ance, or such supports and consola-~ 
tions as shall abundantly endear their 
calamity. 

Now the God of all grace, who hath 

ealled you unto his eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengthen, seitle you in the true Catho- 
lic and Apostolic faith professed in the 
Charch of England, and enable you to 
adorn that apostolic faith with an apos- 
tolic example and zeal, and give all ow 
whole church that timely repentance, 
those broken and contrite hearts, that 
both priests and people may all plenti- 
fully sow in tears, and in God’s good 
time may all plentifully reap in joy. 
Your affectionate 
Friend and Brother, 
Tuo. Baru ann WELLS. 
From the Palace in Wells, 
Feb. 17, 1687. 


ne 
Of the Divinity of Christ. 


Tue Byitish Critic for June last con- 
tains a review of Archdeacon Blom- 
field’s Lectures on the Gospel of Si. 
John; from which we extract the fol- 
lowing. 

‘It cannot be doubted that the Soci- 
nian cause, a cause in its own nature se 
uninviting and unpopular, has been 
preserved from utter ruin by the com- 
bined operations of infidelity and fana- 
ticism. Freethinkers who do not care 
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t6 avow theif opinions, or who believe 
that mankind are not yet prepared for 
raked Deism, consent to adopt the gos- 
pel as a systemt of morals, while they 
reject it as a system of faith. On the 
subject of the authenticity and inspira- 
tion of scripture, they preserve a suspi- 
cious silence; but interpret its contents 
in a manner which makes the first un- 
important, and the second impossible. 
They. have a quibble by which to escape 
from its most important assertions, and 
they charge it with such gross iniaccu- 
racies of language and of reasoning, as 
are incompatible with our ideas of a re- 
velation from God, and must eventually 
breed contempt for the volume in which 
they are contained. And the proselytes 
to such opinions are principally to be 
seen among uninstructed and presump- 
tuous men, who may be easily persuad- 
ed to venture into tlie perils of contro- 
versy, and can find in scripture any 
doctrine which they are predisposed to 
adopt. And where would such persons 
be found if the labours of fanaticism 
were suspended? It is this which first 
teaches the flock to wander, which ren- 
ders it distrustful of the shepherd, and 
a stranger to the fold. And when prin- 
ciples and opinions have been again 
and again changed, when the whole 
man is unsettled, and reason nearly up- 
set, then it is that recourse is had to 
reason falsely so called, and the gospel 
which has been recently regarded as a 
scheme of enthusiastical mysticism, is 
degraded to the level of natural reli- 
gion. As long as sectarianism makes a 
prey of the serious and devout, and in- 
fidelity gathers recruits from the profi- 
gate, so long will Unitarians increase 
in activity and numbers. Instead of 
searching the scriptures as arule of faith 
and conduct, the fashion of the present 
day is to make them a pretence for dis- 
sension. In those dissensions every 
heresy will have its advocate, and with 
whatever rapidity one false doctrine 
spreads, with the same rapidity, when 
the tide turns, will its opposite error 
run in. 

‘It is incumbent upon the clergy, 
therefore, to be upon their guard against 
more enemies than one. Their atten- 
tion must not be engrossed by the noi- 
ster and more violent attacks, while a 
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silent but insidious adversary is sapping 
the foundations of the fortress, Plain 
and perspicuous lessons upon all parts 
of Christianity are indispensably neces- 
sary to the people, and as indispensably 
required from their teachers. It is idle 
to imagine that we can conceal difficul- 
ties or silence doubts. Christianity will 
no longer be believed unless its truth is 
established by argument. Its doctrines 
will no longer be embraced unless they 
are systematically deduced from the 
Bible, and as systematically explained 
and inculcated. Error will not be 
avoided unless its existence and its va- 
rieties are honestly unfolded, and all its 
windings unravelled. With an over- 
whelming conviction of these facts, it 
is with sincere pleasure that we are en- 
abled to adduce the high authority of 
Archdeacon Blomfield in support of the 
practice which we recommend. His 
Lectures contain a clear and concise 
statement respecting one branch of the 
evidence of our Lord’s divinity; and 
that statement not merely adapted to 
the scholar or the controversialist, but 
brought down to the level of common 
men. The following extracts will show 
how admirably the task is performed.’ 

* The Gospel of St. John was written 
several years after those of the other 
Evangelists; and evidently with a dif- 
ferent object. They relate the principal 
incidents of our Saviour’s life; St. John 
is more diligent in recording his dis- 
courses. The other Evangelists enu- 
merate a great variety of miracles; St. 
John describes only a few of the most 
remarkable, which had a more imme- 
diate reference to the particular object 
of his gospel. They repeat the discour- 
ses which Jesus held with the people, 
mostly in Galilee, in the form of para- 
bles and short moral sentences: John 
has preserved the longer and more ar- 
gumentative conversations of our Sa- 
viour with the learned Jews, on the sub- 
ject of the Messiah ; and those in which 
he explained to his disciples the nature 
of his mission and office. 

* Now it is very plain, that whatever 
other objects St. John may have had in 
view, this was one; to convey to the 
Christian world just and adequate no- 
tions of the real nature, character, and 
office of the great Teacher, who came 
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to instruct and redeem mankind. For 
this purpose, he studiously selected, for 
his narrative, those passages of our Sa- 
viour’s life, which most clearly display- 
ed his divine power and authority ; and 
those of his discourses, in which he 
spoke most plainly of his own nature, 
and of the efficacy of his death, as an 
atonement for the sins of the world. 
The object, which this Evangelist had 
in view, is very clearly stated in the 
words of the text. It was not to accu- 
mulate as many instanees as possible of 
the miraculous power exerted by Jesus ; 
but only those, which most distinctly'il- 
lustrated his peculiar office and nature : 
* Many other signs truly did Jesus, in 
the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book. But these are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
ts the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing, ye might have life through 
his name.’ This expression seems to 
prove, that those persons are wrong, 
who suppose that St. John wrote his 
gospel, merely to supply the defects and 
emissions ef the other Evangelists. The 
real difference between them is, that 
they wrote a history of ourSaviour’s life ; 
but St. John, of his person and office. 

“ Whoever then desires to form a 
just notion of the real office and dignity 
of the Saviour of the world, let him stu- 
dy the representations which Jesus has 
given of himself, in the discourses re- 
corded by St.John. The apostles speak 
of him in their epistles, it is true, in no- 
ble and characteristic expressions: but 
here the Saviour speaks of himself, and 
in language which no ingenuity can 
pervert. 

St. Matthew and St. Luke begin by 
relating the circumstances attending the 
birth of Jesus; and trace his genealogy 
from David, whose descendant the pro- 
mised Messiah was to be. But John 
introduces him at once in his divine 
cliaracter, as having existed before the 
world began, himself Creator of the 
world. And having thus, in the very 
opening of his gospel, announced the 
transcendent dignity of his subject, he 
takes occasion to inculcate the same 


truth throughout the whole of his sub-— 


sequent history. With this notion of 
the scope and purpose of the Evange- 
list, his gospel is clear, consistent, and 


intelligible: upon diy other supposi- 
tion; it is obscuré and inexplicable.” 

* Let us put the following case toa 
Unitarian, who maintains that the sim- 
ple humanity of Jesus Christ is the plain 
undeniable doctrine of the New Testa- 
ment :—Suppose that the gospet had 
been recently published to the world 5 
and that a diversity of opinions had be- 
gun to prevail amongst those who had 
embraced it, relating to the person and 
office of Jesus Christ. His favourite 
disciple, who must naturally be desirous 
that correct notions should be enter- 
tained upon this point, knowing that 
men’s opinions are divided, applies 
himself to record certain incidents of 
his Master’s life, and certain of, his dis- 
courses, which may throw some light 
upon the points in dispute. If he is 
convinced that Jesus, although an in- 
spired prophet, was no more than a 
man, he will take care to avoid all am- 
biguous expressions, which may be con- 
strued into an assertion of his divinity. 

“ Now St. John was precisely in that 
predicament ; he knew that erroneous 
opinions were abroad concerning the 
nature of Christ; for he says in his first 
Epistle, (ii. 22,) * Who is a liar, but he 
that denieth that Jesus is the Christ ? 
He is antichrist, that denieth the Father 
and the Son.’ Yet how does he begin 
his account of Jesus Christ? Does he 
speak of him as a highly gifted and di- 
vinely commissioned man? No; he 
seems to take all possible care to ex- 
clude the supposition. He says of John 
the Baptist,(whom our Lerd pronounc- 
ed to be ‘ more than a prophet,’) that 
he ‘ was a man sent from God ;’ but oi 
Christ he declares, in unqualified terms, 
that he was in the beginning; that he 
was with God; that he was the only- 
begotten Son; in the bosom of the Fa- 
ther ; that he was God ; that he was the 
Creator of all things, himself uncreated : 
that he is the source of life, and the 
light of men; that he was made flesh, 
(having therefore of necessity borne a 
spiritual nature before); and that John 
the Baptist, although older than Jesus. 
declared that Jesus was preferred befor: 
him, ¢ for he was before him,’* i. e. ex. 





*** The Unitarian Version says, ‘ for he is 
my principal.’ It would be easy to show, that 
this interpretation ts wholly unjustifiable.” 
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isted before him; an expression which 
would be well understood by the Jews 
who entertained a notion of the pre- 
existence of their expected Messiah.* 
Would an Evangelist, entertaining the 
opinions which the Unitarians of the 
present day profess, have opened his 
gospel with a series of expressions, so 
strongly declaratory of the divine na- 
ture of Christ, that in order to avoid 
the force of them, we must call in the 
aid of allegory of the harshest and most 
unusual kind? Surely it is not possible 
to read the first verses of St. John, tak- 
ing for our guide the acknowledged and 
usual rules of interpretation, without 
perceiving the _ irresistible evidence 
which they afford to the grand doctrine 
of our Lord’s divinity.” 
od 





From the Christian Remembrancer. 


Extracts from the late Bishop of Cal- 
cutta’s Address on Confirmation. 

1. The first requisite, perhaps, is 
that you be impressed with a just idea 
of the dangers of life, and especially of 
youth: when that period shall have been 
passed, not merely in innocence, but 
in Christian improvement, little is af- 
terwards to be apprehended; thongh 
not so little, as to excuse you from 
vigilance and anxiety for your spiritual 
state. In youth you are by nature ex- 
posed to a combination of dangers, re- 
sulting from the violence of the pas- 
sions, and from evil example, and from 
easiness of temper, and from want of 
experience, from precipitate dicisions, 
from fascinating views of the world, 
and from a vain confidence, that as it will 
never be too late, abundant opportunity 
will be afforded you hereafter, of mak- 
ing up your minds on the subject of re- 
ligion, and of living as it may require : 
in the mean time, if you conform to the 
received usages of propriety and de- 
cency, you will hold it to be sufficient 
for the present, and set your consciences 
at rest. Itis my duty to warn you 
of the grossness of. such delusion: un- 
questionably God may bring us to reflect 
and to inquire, at any period of our lives: 


* «<The following expression oecurs in an 
ancient Jewish commentary on Genesis xix. 2. 
‘itis written, (Gen.i.2. The Spirit of God 
hrooded on the waters. Vhat Spirit is the Spirit 
of Messiah the King?” 


Vou. VOT 
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but the question to be considered is,whe- 
ther he will do this, when we have de- 
liberately and perseveringly treated the 
matter as of little importance, compar- 
ed with the worldly objects on which 
we have set our hearts. The way, in- 
deed, in which he usually brings such 
persons to reflect, if at all, is by some 
severe affliction ; by the loss of friends, 
of health, or of fortune; by some 
change in their outward circumstances, 
which strips the world of its allure- 
ments, and impels them to seek a refuge 
with God. You will not say, that such 
an alternative is to be regarded with- 
out alarm: but something worse may 
happen: it may be that their delusion 
may continue to the end: year after 
year may roll away, without bringing 
any signal warning; and the hand of 
death may be upon them, before they 
have examined their state. You have, 
therefore, no security but that of begin- 
ning well, and persevering in the right 
way: your safety lies wholly in your 
sense of the danger which threatens 
you on every deviation. And far ea- 
sier is it to keep in the path of religion, 
than to recover it, when once it is lost : 
other paths will be pleasant to you for 
a time, and you will have no desire to 
quit them. True wisdom, therefore, 
will prompt you to resist the first soli- 
citations of sin; you cannot listen to 
them, and preserve your powers of re- 
sistance unimpaired. 

“Tt is fit, however, that you should 
know the nature of such solicitations ; 
for they are not confined to what the 
world condemns :»you must appeal to 
a purer stan@ard: the tempter assails 
the innocent and unsuspecting most for- 
midably, when he would draw them 
into practices and indulgences, which 
though they are at variance with the 
spirit of the Gospel, are not, perhaps, 
subjects of common censure or remark. 
Be that as it may, there is mischief in 
every thing, which has a tendency to 
the relaxation of genuine religious prin- 
ciple; in every thing, which would 
oblige you to give up, or even to be re- 
miss in habits, inculcated and prescrib- 
ed by religion; in every thing which 
requires you, before you can give assent 
to it, to tamper with the conscience, to 
argue with yourselves from the practice 
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of others; or to efface or soften down 
any virtuous and Christian impression. 
Whatever is really good and right, re- 
commends itself at once, to minds not 
corrupted by the world. This moral 
feeling is invaluable; and is, therefore, 
by all means to be retained: and thus 
it is, that a correctness of principle, and 
a certain firmness of character, will be 
found indispensable in your Christian 
career. 

2. But then, in the second place, it 
were vain to talk to you about religious 
principle and Christian firmness, if you 
are to be left to suppose, that they are 
absolutely within your own power. 
There could not be a more fatal error. 
[In our fallen nature “ nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy,” but through the grace 
of God: we owe our knowledge, and 
still more our love, of what is good, to 
the sanctifying influences of the Holy 
Spirit: and our power of persisting in 
the practice of holiness is derived from 
the same source: no truth is more clear- 
ly laid down im the Scriptures ; and it 
is illustrated in our own experience. It 
will be, therefore, to little purpose, that 
you shall resolve to lead Christian lives, 
unless you wil) maintain a continual in- 
tercourse and communion with God: 
Ido not exceed the truth, when I af- 
firm, that prayer is as necessary to the 
well-being of the soul, as food is to that 
of the body: we have no spiritual 
strength without it: we are left to our 
natural weakness : for what confidence 
can we place in the divine protection, 
unless we seek it? or how can we ex- 
pect to resist evil, af we take not the 
means to confirm ours in the love 
of that which is good? But these effects 
fiow from prayer: we are sure that 
God will hear us, if we earnestly ask, 
that he will enable us to fulfil his com- 
mandments, and teach us to love his 
law: and as little can we doubt, if we 
believe in a gracious Providence, that 
he will direct us aright, when we sub- 
mit ourselves entirely to his disposal. 
The very habit, indeed, of prayer is 
salutary to the soul: it keeps alive 
within us whatever is pure and holy: 
it creates in us an abhorrence of sin: 
it gives us an interest in the service of 
God : it dispenses a sanctifying influ- 
ence, and places us above the world ; 


not above the duties, or the charities, 
or the wants of life; that were, indeed, 
a delusion; but above its vicissitudes, 
its fashions, its corruptions and temp- 
tations: in the constant practice of 
prayer our nature is gradually changed : 
we are benefited by frequent and inti- 
mate intercourse with men, who are 
eminently good: how, then, can we 
fail to be improved, and even transform- 
ed, by the habit of holding communion 
with God? Let, therefore, the good 
resolutions, whatever they may be, 
which you have this day formed, be 
connected and blended in your minds 
with the need of divine succour: our 
best resolves are, that we will do what 
we know to be right, with the help of 
God: but a part of every such purpose 
will be, that we will seek for that help, 
and cease not to pray for it from day 
to day, while we remain in this state 
of trial. 

3. In the next place, however, let 
me remind you, that though our secret 
and individual wants should be the sub- 
ject of private prayer, (and they can- 
not be fully represented in any other) 
the religion of Christ could not be main- 
tained in the world without the public 
service of the church : and to imagine 
that either supersedes the use of the 
other, is to mistake the proper objects 
of both. The uses of private prayer 
may be gathered, in some measure, from 
what has been already said: but the 
service of the church is a public and 
continually renewed profession of our 
faith in Christ, and that not merely for 
our owwsakes, but for the geod of our 
brethren. If I might venture to make 
such a distinction, I would say, that self- 
examination, and contrition, and grati- 
tude for especial mercies, are the prin- 
cipal features of secret devotion; which, 
however, refer chiefly to ourselves : 
whereas of public prayer the prominent 
character will be, that it proclaims 
“ glory to God in the highest, and good- 
will towards men.” We meet in this 
place to offer to the Almighty the tri- 
bute of our common homage, to give 
evidence to others of our faith in the Re- 
deemer, and to show, that however 
some may think or act, we are “ on the 
Lord’s side ;”’ that in a conflict between 
religion and irreligion, such as exists 
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in the world, we throw our weight, what- 
ever it may be, into the scale of the for- 
mer; that we acknowledge our deliver- 
ance from sin and misery to be only 
through Christ ; that we delight in be- 
holding others making the same profes- 
sion ; that we can cordially join with our 
brethren in calling down on our com- 
mon frailties the mercy of God, and his 
common blessing on our endeavours to 
serve him; and we attest, what in an 
age of religious empiricism and cause- 
less separation is not unimportant, that 
we are in the unity of the Church. It 
is nc*. however, my meaning, that so- 
cial woiship has no relation to private 
and individual wants; and as little 
should it be suppesed, that in our most 
secret devotions our brethren are alto- 
gether overlooked: I speak only of 
these leading distinctions of the two, 
with the view of showing you, that both 
are necessary tothe Christian. Let it, 
therefore, be your care to lose no op- 
portunity of joining in the service of 
the Church: let your attendance be 
not casual, but regular: no measure of 
secret piety will excuse you: what you 
need not for yourselves, you will in 
charity ask for your brethren, and as- 
sist them in their prayers: above all, 
you will feel it incumbent upon yeu, 
especially in this heathen land, to bear 
testimony unto Christ. It is, indeed, 
deeply to be lamented, that many of you 
may be thrown into situations, where 
religion is not publicly maintained: if, 
however, you shall feel. the privation, 
(and such it must be to every Christian 
mind) you will be the more anxious to 
avail yourselves of the public worship, 
whenever it may be had. It might, in- 
deed, be expected, that they who have 
resided at stations where no religious pro- 
vision exists, would, on the first opportu- 
nity, direct their footsteps to the house of 
prayer: we do not, however, always find 
this to be the case; and we account for it 
by the melancholy truth, that men may 
live without religion, till they cease to 
think of it, or perhaps regard it with 
disgust. From this fact I will derive 
one word of advice, which, however, I 
would press upon you with all earnest- 
ness ; that if God has blessed you with 
religious impressions, cherish and ma- 
ture them by all means, which he has 
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graciously afforded you; or they will 
become weaker, till they are effaced for 
ever.”—To be continued. 


—— 

We have been requested to copy the fullewing 
from ‘ Swords’s Pocket Almanack, Chris- 
tian’s Calendar and Ecclesiastical Regis- 
ter,’ for the present year. 


** Directions for Candidates for Ordere. 


“ There being often misunderstanding 
as ta the requisitions of the canons relative 
to the testimonials of candidates for holy 
orders, the publishers think it would be a 
useful addition to the Almanack to state 
them. 

‘* Every person wishing to receive holy 
orders in the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
must be admitted a candidate for orders, 
by the bishop, or such as the church 
in the diocese or state in which he intends 
to apply, may appoint, at least one year 
before his ordination. 

“ In order to his being thus admitted, he 
must lay befor: tne bishop or body afore- 
said, a certificate from the standing com- 
mittee of the diocese, that from personal 
knowledge, or testimonials laid before 
them, they believe that he has lived pious- 
ly, soberly, and honestly; that he is attach- 
ed to the doctrines, discipline, and worship 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church; and 
that he possesses such qualifications as 
may render him apt and meet to exercise 
the ministry to the glory of God, and the 
edification of the church. 

“ The canon does not say by whom the 
above testimonials are to be signed. They 
must be such, however, as to satisfy the 
committee. The standing committee of 
New-York have published a resolution that 
they prefer having the testimonial signed 
by the minister and vestry of the parish 
where the applicant resides ; and will ex- 
pect the sic‘hatures of at least one minister, 
and three respectable laymen of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church. 

* The applicant must also, in order to 
being recommended by the standing com- 
inittee for admission as a candidate, pro- 
duce to the said committee a satisfactory 
diploma, oar certificate, from the instruc- 
tors of some approved literary institution, 
or a certificate of two presbyters appoint- 
ed by the bishop or ecclesiastical authority 





to examine him, of his possessing such % 


academical learning as will enable him to 
enter advantageously on a course of the- 
ology. 

‘* But when a person applies for holy or- 
ders, the canons allow the bishop, with the 
advice and consent of all the clerical mem- 
bers of the standing committee of his dio- 
cese, to dispense with the Latin and Greek, 
and other branches of learning not strictly 
ecclesiastical, in consideration of certain 
other qualifications in the candidate, pecu- 
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liarly fitting him for the gospel ministry. 
If a person wishing to become a candidate 
intends to apply, at the time of his ordina- 
tion, for this dispensation, he must, before 
he can be admitted as a candidate, lay be- 
fore the standing committee a testimonial, 
signed by at least two presbyters of the 
church, stating that in their opinion he 
possesses extraordinary strength of natu- 
ral understanding, a peculiar aptitude to 
teach, and a large share of prudence. 


“ The above directions relate solely to - 


a person’s being received as a candidate 
for orders. 

“ When he applies for deacons’ orders, he 
must produce to the standing committee 
testimonials of his piety, good morals, and 
orderly conduct, for three years last past ; 
and that he has not, so far as the subscri- 
bers know and believe, written, taught, or 
held, any thing contrary to the doctrine or 
discipline of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. This testimonial must be signed 
by the minister and vestry of the parish 
where the candidate resides;* or by the 
vestry alone, if the parish be vacant; or if 
there be no vestry, by at least twelve re- 
spectable persons of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. It is not necessary that the 
signers of this testimonial be personally 
acquainted with the candidate. Informa- 
tion respecting him from any source which 
is satisfactory to them, is a sufficient war- 
rant for their signatures. 

* The candidate, however, must produce 
testimonials to the same effect, signed by 
at least one respectable clergyman of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, from his per- 
sonal knowledge of the candidate for at 
least one year. 

“ The above testimonials are to be hand- 
ed to the standing committee, who may 
proceed thereupon to recommend him to 
the bishop for orders. If they do so, the 
candidate must present their recommenda- 
tion to the bishop. 

* When a deacon applies for priests’ 
orders, the same process must be gone 
through, except that his testimonials need 
embrace only the period since his ordina- 
tion as deacon ; his letters of deacons’ or- 
ders being sufficient testimonials for the 
three years immediately preceding that 
event; unless some circumstance should 
have occurred that tends to invalidate the 
force of this evidence. 

“* It is farther provided, that ‘no person 
shall be ordained priest, unless he shall 
produce a satisfactory certificate from 
some church, parish, or congregation, that 
he is engaged with them, and that they 
will receive him as their minister, and al- 





“* The standing committee of New-York 
requires, that if the testimonial be not signed in 
regular vestry meeting, it must have the signa- 


tures of a majority of the whole number of war- 
dens and vestrymen,” 


low him a reasonable support; or unless 
he be engaged as a professor, tutor, or in- 
structor of youth, in some college, acade- 
my, or general seminary of learning, duly 
incorporated ; or unless the standing com- 
mittee of the church in the state for which 
he is to be ordained, shall certify to the 
bishop their full belief and expectation 
that he will be received and settled as a 
pastor by some one of the vacant churches 
in that state.’ ” 
“ Qualifications for entering the General 
Theological Seminary of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States. 


** Candidates for holy orders in the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, with full (that 
is, including /iterary) qualifications, will, 
on application, and satisfactory testimony 
of being such, be admitted. 

‘* All others will be admitted who pro- 
duce satisfactory evidence of religious and 
moral character, and of classical and sci- 
entific attainments, and of such disposi- 
tions and habits as may render them apt 
and meet to exercise the ministry. 

“ The evidence of classical and scien- 
tific attainments must be a diploma from 
some college, or a satisfactory examina- 
tion by the faculty, on the general prin- 
ciples of natural and moral philosophy and 
rhetoric; and in the Latin and Greek lan- 
guages, on the following works, or such 
others as shall be considered as an equiva- 
lent substitute :—Sallust, Virgil’s JEneid, 
Cicero’s Orations, or De Officiis; and the 
four Gospels, Xenophon’s Cyropedia, and 
the first three books of Homer. 

** Every student must enter the third or 
lowest class, at the commencement of the 
first session ; or stand a satisfactory exa- 
mination on the studies which have been 
pursued by the class into which he seeks 
admittance.” 


On seeing an interesting and beautiful young 
Lady confirmed at Chareh 
By the Boston Bard. 
The matin bells have peal’d the hour 
To summon holy hearts to prayer; 
And beauty owns religion’s power, 
And pays her adoration there. 


‘The temple of the Lord is still— 
A-halo round his priest is shed ; 
And glory beams from Zion’s hill, 
‘To crown with light his hallowed head. 


Hush’d now the organ’s deep-toned note, 
‘ "The voeal sounds of music cease, 

And only inward breathings float 

Toward the azure throne of peace. 
Before the altar humbly kneels 

The fairest of the works of heaven ; 
And Mercy to her heart reveals 

The promise of salvation given. 
Confirm’d at Trath’s eternal shrine, 

A member of the house of God, 
Her robe is spotless and divine— 

Her feet are with salvation shod 
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Oh, if in heaven above the rest, 
One joy a brighter ray afford, 
Tis olen on woman’s virtuous breast 
The cross she beareth of her Lord. 
And blest art thou, whose soul from earth, 
And earthly thoughts, itself has freed, 
Received in Christ thy second bicth, 
Aad won of fuith the glorious meed. 


ey 
For the Christian Journal. 
SCRIPTURE HYMNS. 


Version of Revelation xv. 3, 4. 


How wondrous and great 
Thy works—God of praise! 
How just, King of saints, 
And trae are thy ways! 
O who shall not fear thee, 
And honour thy name! 
Thou only art holy, o# 
Thou only supreme. 
To nations long dark 
Thy light shall be shown, 
Their worship and vows 
Shall come to thy throne; 
Thy trath and thy judgments 
Shall spread all abroad, 
Till earth’s every people 
Confess thee their God. 
JEDUTHUN. 


Version of Malachi iii. 15, &c. 


Ah! how vain the world’s applause! 
Happy we esteem the proud, 

Vice triumphant we exalt, 
Further those who tempt their God. 


Mark the few who fear the Lord; 
Humble, oft despised, unknown, 

Meek they whisper of their cares, 
Kindly urge each other on. 


These, who think upon his name, 
God, in kindest mercy, hears ; 
He remembers, in his book, 

All their virtues, all their tears. 
These, when he collects his saints, 
God declares shall be his own ; 

He will spare them in that day, 
As a father spares his son. 
‘Turn ye then, misjudging world! 
Vice from virtne learn to know; 
Him who serves his God approve, 
Him who hates Him disavow. 
JEDUTHUN. 


———— 
For the Christian Journal. 


Written on the Death of Danforth Billings, 

date off the Theological Seminary, New- 
ork. 

Sainted spirit, call’d away, 

From earthly cares, and mould’ring clay, 

To endless joy, and nightless day; 
Bless’d, oh! bless’d art thou: 

We trust that thou hast fought that fight, 

For which thy God, with bright, 

Will crown thee in his blisst ul sight, 
That thou art with him now. 

May we who now weep o’er thy tomb, 

Cut off in manhood’s early bloom 

Reflect that we must follow soon, 
That we are born to dig, 
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Children of frailty from our birth, 

Nor learning, talent, youth, or worth, 

Can keep us trom our kindred earth ; 
Still friend for friend must sigh. 


But God, thy God, has call’d thee hume, 
And we have cause to grieve alone, 
Whilst thy freed spirit soars above, 
Rejoicing m 2 Saviour’s love. 

M.A. W., 


Sir Charles Asgill. 


Incidents relating to the war of the re- 
volution are always interesting, and worthy 
of preservation. For this reason we insert 
the following, as it furnishes a pretty ac- 
curate statement of an event which, involv- 
ing an important principle among bellige- 
rants, excited no ordinary degree of sen- 
sation, not orly in America, but through- 
out great part of Europe. The first para- 
graph is from the Boston Centinel, the last 
from the Plattsburgh Republican. 


“ Died, in England, General Sir Charles 
Asgill, baronet, aged about 70. It will be 
recollected that this officer, when a cap- 
tain, and a prisoner to the American arms 
in the war of the revolution, was designat- 
ed, by lot, to be executed in retaliation for 
the barbarous execution of Capt. Lippen- 
cot, of the American army, by the British 
army in New-York, in case the murderers 
of the American captain were not given u 
or punished. It will also be recollected, 
that the delay of the execution was owing 
to promises on the part of the British ge- 
neral, to seek out and punish the authors 


of the outrage ; that the perilous situation 
of —— occasioned a t sensation 
in England, France, and all Europe; and 


that his agonized mother, Lady Asgill, re- 
paired to Paris, and supplicated the beau- 
tiful Maria-Antoinette, of France, (one of 
the best friends America then had in Eu- 
rope,) to interpose her powerful solicita- 
tion to our great commander in chief, to 
revoke his order, and liberate the devoted 
officer; and that the petition of Lady As- 
gill to the Queen was considered to be one 
of the most pathetic appeals in the English 
language. This interposition of the Queen 
and of many others, was received by Gen. 
Washington, it is well known, with the re- 
spect they merited; but it is equally well 
known, that it had no effect on his great 
mind to divert him for a moment from his 
inflexible resolution to put a stop to the 
enormities of the enemy: and when he 
found—as he did find—that the conduct of 
the enemy had been wholly changed by the 
measure he had adopted, and had assur- 
ances that the executions would not be re- 
peated, that then, and then only, the Chris- 
tian chief voluntarily, and of his own ac- 
cord, countermanded the orders given for 


the execution of his prisoner, and restored 
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him to his afflicted family and friends. It 
is known, that this family, and nation of 
Capt. Asgill, at first were so — of 
the character of our great chief, as to be- 
lieve and report, that Asgill owed his life 
to the powerful applications made for his 
liberation, and not to a sense of duty in 
the American general. But it is due to 
history to repeat, what is well known to 
hundreds now alive, and well acquainted 
with the motives which always governed 
the conduct of Washington, that the even- 
tual revocation of the order was dictated 
wholly by that moral principle, the attain- 
ment of a great object by the least sacri- 
fice, without fear, favour, or affection.” 


* The following article is furnished by 
one who was present when the fate of Capt. 
Asgill was decided dy lot. 


** Mr. Plagg—l see in the papers an ac- 
count of the death of Gen. Sir Charles As- 
gill, who was a captain inthe British army 
during our revolutionary war, and was 
made a prisoner at the capture of Lord 
Cornwallis, at Yorktown, in Virginia, in 
October, 1781, and was sent, with many 
other prisoners of war, into Pennsylvania: 
they were lodged at Lancaster, Yorktown, 
and Keading, at which several places 
guards were stationed. Inthe spring of 
1782, an order was sent from the war de- 
partment to the commanding officer, to 
send a refugee captain, taken at discretion, 
if there was one among the prisoners ; and 
if there was no one of that description, 
then to assemble all the captains then un- 
der his charge, and select one of them by 
lot. The captains were accordingly assem- 
bled in a room in Lancaster, thirteen in 
number, and then were told for what pur- 

se they were called together. After be- 
ing seated, their names were taken on thir- 
teen slips of paper, and put into a hat or 
box; twelve slips of blank paper were then 
put into another hat, and one on which was 
written, Unfortunate : two small drummers 
were then called into the room; one drew 
from the hat or box that contained the 
names, and handed to the commissary of 
prisoners, and the other to the aid of the 
commanding officer. Captain Asgill’s name 
was the eleventh drawn, and the paper en 
which was written Unfortunate, came out 
against his name. On this the prisoners all 
rose, and were very much affected, as was 
every person present.—Captain Asgill was 
a promising young officer, then called 
about nineteen years of a It was men- 
tioned that some little time might be want- 
ed to prepare for the journey; four days 
were asked for, and granted—all the offi- 
cers pledging themselves that he should 
be forthcoming at the time. He was taken 
to Philadelphia under a guard of dragoons, 
and accompanied by Major Gordon, the 
Senior officer of the prisoners.’” 


Obituary of the Rev. William S. Irving. 





[No. 2. 
Obituary. 


Rev. WitrraM S. Invixo. 


Died, on the 15th November, 1823, the 
Rev.Witt1am S. Invine, at Le Luc, a small 
town in the South of France, between 
Toulon and Fresus. Mr. Irving was or- 
dained a deacon by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Hobart, in St. John’s chapel, New-York, 
on Tuesday, August 4, 1822; and had 
been settled for a short time at Le Roy, 
in the western part of the state of New- 
York. His unwearied assiduity in pre- 
paring for the ministry, enfeebled a con- 
stitution which was naturally delicate ; 
and his fidelity and zeal, after he entered 
upon his office, led him to expose himself 
on all occasions, without that just regard 
to his health which might have been re- 
co with the most scrupulous sense 
of duty. It was in a ride of twenty miles, 
during a severe snow storm, to visit a 
church connected with his charge at Le 
Roy, that he laid the foundation of that 
fatal disease which has so soon arrested 
his course. From that time, an obstinate 
cough, and an extreme <lebility, con- 
strained him to suspend his useful la- 
bours ; and in a few months, the more 
marked symptoms of consumption ap- 
pearing, he saw no hope of recovery, ex- 
cept in the healing influence of a sea 
voyage and a milder clime. He sailed for 
Havre in August, where he arrived after 
a short passage, without any sensible im- 
provement. At Paris, he met with one of 
his nearest relatives,* and from his kind 
and fraterna] attentions—from his cheer- 
ful, and, as it were, domestic apartments 
—from favourable weather, and the ex- 
citement of a new and animating scene— 
so great a mos took place as to inspire 
him with fresh hopes, and encourage him 
to proceed on his journey to the South of 
France. The gloomy apprehensions of his 
friends at home began to give way to 
cheerful and sanguine feelings, when, in 
the midst of their flattering expectations, 
they received a letter from him, dated at 
Marseilles, written apparently with a weak 
and faltering hand, in which he mentioned, 
that frequent rains and the fatigue of his 
journey had increased the violence of all 

is symptoms : that he was resigned to the 
will of God: and he concluded with the 
hope, that they would prepare themselves 
for more painful tidings. He travelled 
two days longer, took to his bed on the 
third, and the same day died among stran- 
on. An accidental companion,t whom 

e met with on his route, but a kind and 
humane man, stood alone, in the place of 
all those attached and tender friends who 
would have soothed his pangs and gather- 
ed his sighs. But they have the confident 
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and consoling persuasion, that a life so 
pure and holy, was closed in peace and 
submission, in faith and hope. ; 

From natural constitution and the in- 
fluence of the Spirit of God, he was en- 
abled to exhibit an eminent example of 
the Christian virtues and graces. He was 
the most quiet and gentle of men. He 
loved his books, his friends, and the re- 
tired joys of domestic life; and without 
feeling any asperity towards those who 
differed from him in their temper or pur- 
suits, he kept the even tenor of his way, 
without disturbance from vain imagina- 
tions or fretful cares. Indeed, his sere- 
nity never seemed to be ruffled by the 
trifling vexations or serious ills of life ; 
and fewer fell to his share than the com- 
mon allotment to men, for he neither pro- 
voked the petulance, nor offended the 
prejudices or passions of those around 
him; but was rather willing to be evil en- 
treated himself, than to wound the feel- 
ings, or injure the reputation and interests 
of others. . ; 

The meek composure of his mind, and 
the gentleness of his temper, were not 
more remarkable than the purity of his 
character and the singleness of his inten- 
tions. It may be said of him almost in 
strictness of speech, that he kept himself 
unspotted from the world. From his child- 
hood up to the end of his brief term, he 
never had any corrupting intimacies ; and 
though, in the company of those for whom 
he had a fond and familiar regard, he 
could unbend in innocent mirth, and even 
assume a playful and facetious character; 
yet he was an utter stranger to the wild 
sallies of passion and irregularities of con- 
duct, which are so common in early life, 
and are so easily atoned for by the sober 
conduct of riper years. 

In his intentions he was as simple as a 
child, without selfishness or guile. The 
very turn of his character led him to com- 
mune with his own heart; and the grace 
with which he was inspired, brought him 
into close communion with God. He had 
an earnest wish to advance the divine 
glory, by promoting the salvation of men. 
It was counteracted by an oppressive and 
overwhelming modesty, and by the want 
of some of those personal gifts of voice 
and manner, which. are such important 
qualifications in a preacher of the gospel. 
But he seemed to think that a great cause 
would ennoble the humblest attempts, and 
that God’s strength would be made perfect 
in hie weakness. He gave himself ur to 
this cause, body and soul. With such a 
spirit of devotedness and zeal, united 
with a firm and ardent attachment to the 
distinguishing principles of the church— 
with a general soundness of dactrine, 
with innocency of life, and a good mea- 
sure of sacred and human learning, the 
work of the Lord must have prospered in 


his hands. It had not been his intention, 
in earlier years, to prepare himself for a 
liberal profession ; but the want of a col- 
legiate education was, in some degree, 
supplied by his long and unremitted dili- 
gence in private study, and by his singu- 
lar improvement of the time which he 
passed in the Theological Seminary. He 
had thus made ounsid 
classical and oriental learning, and ac- 
quired a knowledge of several modern 
tongues. In English literature his read- 
ing was various and extensive, and his 
compositions were enriched with that 
vein of elegance and refinement that runs 
through the writings of his family. All 
these endowments and talents, together 
with the promise of better things to come, 
he had consecrated entirely to the service 
of the giver. God accepted the first fruits, 
and without waiting for any further obla- 
tions, took him early to his reward, amon 
the spirits of just men made perfect. An 
there, we trust, he is employed in offering 
up that more glorious and acceptable sa- 
crifice of praise unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and 
ever. 

At a meeting of his late associates, the 
students of the General Theological Se- 
minary of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 


held January 15; 1824, the following pre- — 


amble and resolutions, indicative of their 
high sense of his worth, were unanimously 
adopted : 

Whereas the members of this institu- 
tion, having heard, with deep regret, of 
the premature decease of their late fellow 
student, the Rev. William S. Irving, are 
desirous of testifying their sense of the 
loss sustained by the church of which he 
was u minister, and of paying their feeble 
tribute of respect to the memory of de- 
parted piety and worth: therefore, 

Resolved, That the members of this 
institution wear the usual badge of mourn- 
ing for thirty days. 

Further, resolved, That the proceedings 
of this meeting be published in the Chris- 
tian Journal and Gospel Advocate. 

HENRY J. WHITEHOUSE, Chairman. 
J. L. Yvonnst, Sec’ry. 


DANFORTH BILLINGS, 


Died, on the 29th of January, 1824, ia 
this city, in the 28th year of his age, Mr. 
Dayrontu BittiNnes, a student of the Ge- 
neral Theological Seminary of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church. His interment 
took place on the following day; the pro- 
fessors of the institution, several of 
Episcopal clergy of the city, and the stu- 
dents fas mourners) attending the funeral. 
The funeral service was performed by the 
Rev. Professor Turner. 

At a meeting of the students, held im- 
mediately after the interment of the de 
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ceased, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : 

Whereas we, his associates, who knew 
the worth of our deceased brother, and 
were acquainted with his amiable dis- 
position, his zealous attachment to the 
church, and the religion it is designed to 
extend, do greatly lament his loss, and 
respect his memory: therefore, 

Resolved, That we continue the badges 
of mourning worn this day at the funeral 
of the deceased, for six weeks. 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting 
of his classmates and one member from 
each of the other classes, be appointed to 
draught a letter of condolence to the pa- 
rents of the deceased. 

Further, resolved, That the above-men- 
tioned committee be requested to take in- 
to consideration the propriety of paying 
further marks of respect to the memory 
of our deceased friend and brother. 

Further, resolved, That the proceedings 
of this meetiiwe be published in the Chris- 
tian Journal. 

HENRY J. WHITEHOUSE, Chairman. 
W. R. Warertnesam, Sec’ry. 


SUSAN ANN COLT, 


Died in New-York, on Thursday even- 
ing, the 13th November, Miss Susan Ann 
Corr, the only child of Gen. Samuel Colt, 
of this place, aged 23 years and 4 months. 
Her remains will be brought to this vil- 
lage for interment. 

Seldom has it fallen to our lot to record 
a more afflicting bereavement than her 
parents ane friends have sustained in the 
death of this truly amiable young lady; 
und seldom does an event of the kind fur- 
nish a more striking illustration of the 
vanity of all human expectations. Few, 
on the opening of life, had a fairer pros- 
pect of happiness in the present world. 
Surrounded by every earthly blessing ; 
the only child of parents most affection- 
utely devoted to her happiness, and to 
whom she was endeared by every amiable 
virtue; with a mind highly cultivated, and 
fitted to relish the highest pleasures of ra- 
tional existence; she, but a few months 
since, promised to be long the honour and 
delight of her friends, and an ornament to 
society. But, alas! fell disease came, and 
has suddenly blighted all these bright 
prospects. Yet, to the unspeakable com- 
fort of her parents and friends, brighter 
and fairer, it is hoped, have opened upon 
the departed: for, having looked to a 
higher source than this world for happi- 
ness ; having “ looked unto Jesus” for the 
pardon of her sins, and an interest in a 
better world ; she died with entire resig- 
nation to his blessed will, and in a firm 
hope, through his merits, of a joyful re- 
surrection to eternal life. ‘* Blessed are 
the dead who die in the Lord !"—Geneva 


Gazette. 


Awful Death. 
From an English paper. 


Early on Monday morning last a young 
man, named Thomas Burr, was found dead 
in a cherry orchard at Oare, near Fever- 
sham. It appeared that the deceased had 
heen up in one of the trees, stealing cher- 
ries, when a large arm broke off, and pre- 
cipitated him to the ground : and there is 
no doubt but that he fell directly on his 
head, as the ground was indented where 
his head came in contact with it: his neck 
was dislocated, and his head much forced 
on his body ; the stones and juice of cher- 
ries still remained in his mouth, and nine 
shillings were found in his pockets. The 
unfortunate young man had been to Ten- 
ham on the preceding day, to see some re- 
lations: he returned home about twelve 
o’clock, and asked his fellow lodger, who 
was in bed, if he would rise early and 
and get some cherries, but he refused : the 
deceased then said he should not go to bed 
at all, but would get some himself, as he 
was going to the Isle of Sheppy in the 
morning, and wished to take some cher- 
ries with him. After changing his dress, 
and sitting some time on the side of the 
bed, he took leave of his companion, and 
no doubt proceeded to the spot where his 
existence was terminated in so sudden and 
awful amanner. A coroner’s inquest has 
been held on the body; verdict—Acciden- 
tal death. 


Ordinations. 


On the festival of the Epiphany, Tues- 
day, January 6th, 1824, in Christ church, 
New-Brunswick, New-Jersey, the Hight 
Rev. Bishop Croes, acting for the absent 
bishop of New-York, admitted to the holy 
order of deacons, Samuel R. Johnson, late 
of the general theological seminary, and 
William C. Mead, candidates for orders in 
the diocese of New-York. Morning prayer 
was read by the Rev. Lewis P. Bayard, rec- 
tor of Trinity church, New-Rochelle, and 
St. Paul’s church, Eastchester, Westches- 
ter county, New-York; and the sermon 
preached by the Rev. Benjamin T. Onder- 
donk, an assistant minister of Trinity 
charch, New-York. 


—_—e_— 
Calendar Notices for March, 1824. 


3. Ash Wednesday—the first day of Lent. 
7. First Sunday in Lent. 

10. 

12. } Ember days. 

13. 

14. Second Sunday in Lent. 

21. Third Sunday in Lent. 

25. The Annunciation of the blessed Vir 

gin Mary. 
28. Fourth Sunday in Lent. 








